II yy 25 
Reaſonable Communitcant 


OR, AN 


Of the DOCTRINE of che 


Sacrament 


LOR D's SUPPER, 


In all its Parts, from the 


OMMUNION SERVICE. 


In a e 7 35 
ſiniſter and one of his Pariſbioners. 


Late Lord Biſhop p of FEI. T. 


— — — —__— — 


The SIXTEENTH EDITION, 


. To which is now added, | 
A SHORT OFFICE for the 


— 


ir 


75 WM 5 O N D O N: 


wg = 


By 7 FLEET OOD, DD. 


nted' for B. Dop, Bookſeller to The Soctery fir | 
1 Chriſtian er f at the Bible\ and] 


N 
» | * a \ 
\ 
bs) 1 
1 if l N 
+ 


XPLANATION| 


** 


OLY COMMUNION.|| 


T3 


" AVN been often called 
; Wl upon, both by my Office, and 
ble Rules of Charity, to affſt 
— . who were willing to under= | 

and and do their Duty, in their Prr-- 
paration for the Sacrament, I never 
ailed of explaining the latter Part of 
the Church Catechiſm, which relais 
the Lord's Supper, by the Communion” . 
Service, and recommending i it to their 
auen Reading, and moſt ferious Me- 
A 3 mo Adita- 
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ditation; as well knowing that it con- th: 
tained the Whole of what the Church a 
of England requires from her Commu- La- 
nicants, both to underſtand and prac- lui 
| tiſe : And being moreover aſſured, that WM D 
whoever will ſpeak on this Subject with lie 
Authority and Certainty, mu/# ſpeak Wl ſor 
from thence ; it being the publick and thy 
allawed Explanation of that Doctrine, th 
and tbe very Standard by which all other Wl foi 
Explanations are to be meaſured, and th, 
accordingly to be either admitted or re- 2 
jefted. _ | tic 


„ ve milf the Le, of wry i fi 
Frequently repeating theſe - Things, 1 | | 
#hought of putting them together, in as 
bort and plain a Method as I could, lit 
and Printing them, that I might have W 
them to offer eafily to ſuch as ſhould think Wi 
1 fo adviſe 0 me on rp Occafions. th 


= -/ 


Ibis Jt I was "thus digeſting theſe a0 
2 ung, and n ng them in Order, 
? there 
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there occurred to my Mind (and natu- 
rally, I thought) ſome few Particu- 
lars, which, although they are not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the Underflanding the 
Doctrine of the Sacrament, yet 1 be- 


wm? 


lieved they might prove uſeful to ſome © 


fort of Chriſtians; and therefore I 


thought it not unreaſonable to intermix 


them in their proper Places; having 
found, in the Courſe of my Experience, 


that many People had made the ſame 
Ohjections, and aſked the ſame ' Queſ- 


tions; and therefore that others ' alſo 
might be glad enough to find ſuch An- 


ſwers and Solutions as are here Su 


The Reader wil, undaubtedhy; find this 1 


little Book to differ from many that are 
written on the ſame Subject; and it 


would be range if it ſhouldynot, for 


they drffer much from one another.” Bur 
T fiill refer to the Standard in at Things 


where that Speaks : And where that is 


NN 1 


Ln, 1 refer "to the Reaſmableneſs. of | 
8 3 r 


The PREFACE. 

what is faid by me; having bad in) 
Eye continnally upon the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and not being deftitute of Autho- 
rities for moſt Particulars, if there had 
been either need or uſe of producing 


Some, it is likely, will conclude, I 
have made the Duty ſeem too eaſy, and 
thereby have encouraged both the Care- 
ie and the Overbuſy People of the 
World,” to come to the Lord's Table 
with leſs Preparation than otherwiſe 
they would have dne. To theſe People 
T only ſay, that I intended nothing like 
it, and have no Reaſon to think — any 
12 Thing will follew : Men, I hope, 
n akvay; come to the Sacrament with 
a tre ponitent Heart and lively Faith, 
and d. I am ſure they will come 
+ Worthily. And the cafer this is to 
| be done, it is ſo much the' better, cer- 
| taink. He who repreſents * general 
IR difficult, * bis Maſter neither 
; Honour 
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Honour nor Service; but diſcourages 
many from Attempting to perform it, 
who would both attempt it, and perform 
it, were it but repreſented eaſy, in any 
meaſure. And it is demonſtrable, that 
no Duty ſuffers more, on this Account, 
than that of coming to the Lord's Ta- 
ble; Abundance of People not daring to 
approach: it, for the imaginary Difji- 
culties they think attend it, to One who } 
comes with light and mean Appreben- | 
Fons of it. However, he who repreſents Þ} 
Things fairly, can neither be ſaid to 
make the Duty eaſy nor difficult, Put to 
ſhew it as he _m_ it. : 


— awe to hien a ü 
Devotions, Prayers, or Meditations, 19 
this litt Book ; as well becauſe I in- 4» 
tended it not for the Church, but the } 
| Cloſet; as alſo becauſe' there is ſuch . 
Plenty of Books of that Kind, as may 
very well ſpare any one elſe that La- 
Me» The Generality, indeed, of Wri- | 
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ters on this Subject, having rather made 
it their Buſineſs to raiſe the Devotion, 
than inform and ſettle the Underſtand- 
ing of their Communicants ; in which 
Thing I found no manner 2 1 need to 
Ne. them. 


_ "The InftruQions at the End, or Rules 
'of Behaviour during the Solemnity, are 
| to recommend tbemſelves to the Reader 
I their pure Reaſonableneſs and Fitneſs.; 
Vor there is no Authority beſides the 
| Rubric, in ſuch Matters, ' that can en- 
join any Thing. But J have always 
thought, that nothing external could be 
more edifying and uſeful, on theſe Oc- 
' cafions, than 'a grave, diſcreet, and 
proper Carriage; and have therefore 
inſiſted much on ſome ſuch Particulars, 
as T thought would be moſt ſerviceable 
to that Purpoſe. For, the Truth of 
it is, we are ſuch weak and imperfett 
Creatures, that very little Matters un- 
= our Attention, 4 rn our Prayers, 


and 
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and flrangely diſcompoſe our Minds, in 


the midſt of our moſt ſerious Perform- 
ances ; and therefore every one is to be 
careful, that he neither diſorder him- 
ſelf, or Neighbour, by any thing ab- 
furd, unuſual, or indecent. 


Having given the Reader an Ac-. 
count of theſe Things, I muſt defire 
him, in any doubtful Caſe, not ig take 
my bare Word, but to conſult ſome | 
faithful and diſcreet Spiritual Guide 


upon the Matter, that he may either 
ſee Reaſon to alter his Judgment quite, 
or fland the more confirmed in it. 


* 
12 
1 
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Parifvioner.. 
s Have, SIR, thought upon 
i! your laſt Words, That 
it behoved every Chriſ⸗ 
$7 © tian of Age and Under- 
« ſtanding to come 0! >the 
« LoRD'Ss SUPPER, or to provide 
« themſelves with ſuch an Excuſe as 
e they think will ſatisfy CHRIST the 
e Judge, when He ſhall aſk them at 
the Lat Day, Why they did not 
e comply with that Command of his, 
te the Night before he died, to Do this 
ks in Remembrance of Him? And the 
re I — upon it, the leſs able I 


am 
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am to find out any ſuch Excuſe as, I 
believe, will ſatisfy that judge. And 
therefore I reſolve to loſe no more 
Time, in looking out for an Excuſe of 
my Neglect and Diſobedience, but to 
ſet about what I believe my Duty, 
and make Excuſes needleſs. I am in- 
deed of Age more than ſufficient, but 
being of a ſlow Underſtanding, and of 
a very mean Capacity, though I have 
read much upon this Subject, I entreat 
You, in your Inſtructions, to conſider 
me as one very ignorant, and bringing 
nothing with me, but a Deſire to 
learn, 25 do what I am bound to 
90. = =! 
ite I am very glad it hath 
| peaked Gop to bring to your Mind 
what I faid, and to inſpire you with 
ſo wholeſome a Reſolution as this, of 
ſetting about your Duty, is. Aſſure 
* yourſelf, you would have lived and 
died Without To had you neg- 
| | 1 
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lected it. For, this Command of 


Cur1s r being given to none but the 
Apoſtles in Perſon, will either oblige 
none elſe, or neceſſarily take in all 
Chriſtians of Age and Underſtanding: 
And that the Apoſtles underſtood it to 
oblige all other Chriſtians, as well as 
themſelves, appears from the Practice 

immediately following, (which is al- 
ways the beſt Expounder of a Law) 


which was, that the Apoſtles and other 


Chriſtians met together in Religious 
Aſſemblies, and partook alike of the 


Lord's Supper. And that this Was 


"the Cuſtom of the Churches, where 
the Apoſtles were not preſent, appears 
from the Hiſtory of the Corinthians 


abuſing this Sacrament, 1 Cor. chap- 


ter xi. as alſo from the Argument 


which St Paul, from the Chriſtians 


communicating in Bread and Wine, 
frames, in 1 Cor. x. in order to deter 
them from eating Things offered to 
Idols. Now this Communicating be- 

93 ing 


is 


4 The Reaſonable Communicant. 
ing made, by St Paul, in that Argu- 
ment, a Badge of their belonging to 
CHR1ST, as the Eating Things of- 
fered to Idols was the Token of an 
Idolator, it is plain he ſuppoſes all 


Chriſtians obliged, at Time and Place 


convenient, to communicate. And if 
it had not been, in his Time, the 


| Cuſtom for Chriſtians to come to the 


Lord's Table, his Argument had had 
no Force at all in the tenth Chapter. 
And if it had not been their Duty 
to come to the Sacrament, he ſhould 
not in the eleventh Chapter have re- 
proved them for coming in fo irre- 
verent and diſorderly Manner, - but 


| have forbidden their coming at all; 


for why ſhould they commemorate 


* Dun 1sT's Death unworthily, and to 
23 their great Peril, ſince there was no 


Obugation on them to commemorate 


it at all? Since therefore he bids 


them examine tbemſelves, and come, 


he knows it abſolutely nece Mary that 


they 


— 1 Wm 8 
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they ſhould come; and this Neeeſſity 
could only ariſe from CRHRISH's Com- 
mand given to the Apoſtles at his laſt 
Supper, and repeated to St Paul him- 
ſelf by CHRIST: From all which 
you may fee, that all Chriſtians are 


certainly obliged to come to the Lord's 


Table; and that no one ſhould ex- 


empt himſelf from obeying this Com- 


mand, whom CHRIST hath: not ex- 
empted: Let them therefore look well 
to it, who ſeldom or never partake of 
the Lord's Supper. Gop be thank- 
ed, this will be no longer your Fault: 
And, I dare fay, it muſt have been @ 
Trouble to you, to have been negligent 
ſo long. As to the Inſtructions you 
require, I know it is my Duty to do 


you all the Service I can, in that Par- 


ticular ; but what I ſball give you, will 
be none of Mine, but the Church's of 
which you are a Member. I do not 


think I have Authority enough to ſay 


_ prone Rem, in this great 


\ Matter ; 
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Matter; nor will you be any Loſer by 
that; for the Church will fay enough, 
and what it ſays will be authentical, 
and of great Weight; which is more 
than I can promiſe of any private Man, 
any further than he agrees with the 
Church in her publick Offices. And, 
for your Underſtanding, I would not 
have you diſtruſt it overmuch; for the 
Matter we are upon, requires no Sub- 
tilty or fine Parts; as yon may well 
imagine, when you conſider, that this 
Command of coming to the Lord's 
Table obliges // Chriſtians, High and 
Low, Rich and Poor, Learned and 
| F Ignorant, and therefore muſt needs be 
Plain and eaſy to the meaneſt Capaci- 
ties. If therefore you ſhall know, 
Firſt, What a Sacrament is. Second- 
=: Why the Sacrament of the Lord's 
upper was ordained. Thirdly, What 
ire the Benefits whereof wwe are made 
| Partabers thereby. And laſtly, What 


i required of them wha come to the 
5 1 7 | ore: 
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Lord's Supper; you will know all that 
you need to know, and all that the 
Church requires of you. And this 


you are to learn from the Church Cate- 


chiſm, and the Communion Service; 
which, as it is the plaineſt and the 
eaſieſt, ſo it is, doubtleſs, the ſafeſt 
Method of Inſtruction, and what you 
may moſt depend upon. 


Par. I ſee a great deal of Reins 
what you lay, and a great deal of a jo 
curity in following the Church's Di- 
rections, and will therefore ſeek for no 
other Help, for Information of my 
Judgment and Underſtanding ; though 
I may, perhaps, have recourſe to other 
Helps for expreſſing my Wants. in 
Prayer, and raiſing my - Devotion. — 
Let me therefore know, firſt, © What 
% you mean by the Word Sacra- 
« ment hd e 


Min. 
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"Mi J mean, an outward and 
. viſible Sign of an inward and ſpiri- 
* tual Grace, given unto us; ordained 
te by Cunt Himſelf, as a Means 
te whereby we receive the ſame, and 
a Pledge to aſſure us thereof.” 80 
that there are two Parts in a Sacra- 
ment, an cutward and vifible Sign, 
ſomething that you can ſee, and ſome- 
thing fignified, which you cannot ſee, 
that is to ſay, an inward and ſpiritual 
Grate, which Gop gives to us. And 
this outward and viſible Sign is inſtituted 
and trdained by CRIST Himſelf, as 
a Means by which we receive this in- 
ward and fpiritual Grace; it is the 
Inſtrument, or Conduit, through which 
he Grace of Go is conveyed and 
derived to the Souls of Men. And 
| moreover, this outward and viſible 
Sign is as 4 Pledge to aſſure us of that 
' inward Grace: that is to fay, we are 
3 asfire to receive this inward and ſpi- 
1 ritual 
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ritual Grace, if qualified as CHRIST 
requires, as we receive the outward 
and viſible Sign. And, ſince it is the 
ſame CHRIST, who inſtituted the 
outward Sign, who is to beftow this 
inward Grace, the duly partaking of 
the outward Sign muſt needs be as a 
Pledge to aſſure us, that we ſhall re- 
ceive that inward and. ſpiritual Grace. 


Thus, for Inſtance, in the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm there are two Things, Firſt, 


“The outward and viſible Sign, or 
« Form, which is Water, wherein the 


* Perſon is baptized, in the Name of 


« the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


inſtituted by CNRIST. Secondly, 


„The inward and ſpiritual Grace, 
* which is a Death unto Sin, and a 


ee new Birth unto Righteouſheſs'; for- 


being by Nature born in Sin, and 


the Children of Wrath, we are, by 
* being baptized, made the Children 


* of Grace.” Here the outward and 
ale Sign, or the being baptized: in 
PEN Water, 


— 
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Water, in the Form preſcribed, is he 
Means, by which the Party baptized 
Gf rightly qualified by. Faith and Re- 
* pentance) receives the Grace of hav- 
ing his Sins forgiven, and of being 
adopted one of Gop's Children. And 
his being thus baptized, is as a Pledge 
to aſſure him of receiving the Forgive- 
neſs of his Sins, and being made a 
Child of Go p, and Partaker of all 
the Grace and Favour that belong to 
the Relation of a bom. | 


Par. But ww I not here enquire, | 
Whether the Death unto Sin, and new 
Birth. unto Righteouſneſs, before men- 
tioned, do not intimate the Conditions 
upon Man's Part, on which He enters 
into Þ Covatant with Go d in Baptiſm ? 


Min * one ak who 15 . 


1 does thereby engage and ſtipu- 
late to die to Sin, and to live to Gop; 


a is, to ceaſe From Sin, and live 


4 * ＋ n * 1 a 
i . 1 
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a Life of Righteouſneſs. But the Grace 
of Baptiſm, is ſomething beſtowed and 
promiſed by G op on his Part, and 
therefore a Death unto Sin, does here 
fignify the Pardon of paſt Sins to him 
who is duly baptized, and a new Birth 
unto Righteouſneſs, is the Promiſe of 
God's Grace to aſſiſt the Baptized in 
living righteouſly for the Time to come. 
For every one who is duly qualified, 
by Faith and Repentance, to come to 
Baptiſm, and is duly baptized in the 
Matter and Manner preſcribed by 


A $* £2 ©. 1 co IF. 


paſt Sins, and in a State of Grace, and 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit. And 
yet, after Baptiſm, he is alſo obliged 
to die to Sin, and to live to Gop: 10 
crucify the old Man, continually to mor- 
tify all his evil and corrupt Affections, 
and daily to proceed in all Virtue and 
Gudlzneſs of living. We are by Nature 

born in Sin, and Children of Wrath, 
that is, under God's Diſpleaſure; but 

_ bony 


Cu ns, is actually forgiven all his | 


* hs %. - 
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being baptized, we are made Children | 
of Grace; that is, our paſt Sins are 
forgiven, and we are put under G op's 
Favour, and we engage in that Cove- 
. nant to continue ſo ; which cannot be, 
but by dying to Sin; and living to 
Righteouſneſs, for the Time to come; 
which, without Go p's Grace, cannot 
eee us. 


Pur. I am very well ſatisfied with 
what is ſaid; and, if you pleaſe, would 
no come to the Sacrament of the 
| Lord's: Supper, in which, I ſuppoſe, 
there muſt be alſo two Things; the 
outward and viſible Sign, and the in- 
ward and ſpiritual Grace, the Thing 
ſignifiet. What is the outward 
Part, therefore, or Sign of the Lord's 
90 wage N a 


Min. _ Bread and Wine, tale 
de „Long hath commaniied to page 
TN | Ter 
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cc ceived * 5 that is, to be eaten and 


drunk by all ſuch as come to his Ta- 


ble. 


. What is the inward. Part; 
* or Thing fignified - os this Bread 
ce and Wine? 2 - 


89 * 5 * 


. "An. The Body and Blood of 
„ CurrsT, which are verily and i in- 
* deed taken and received by the Faith- | 


bs ful in the Lord's Supper.” | 


Par. I can eaſily underſtand, that the 
Bread broken, ſhould ſignify the Body 
of CuRISs R broken on the Croſs; and 


that the Wine poured out, ſhould lig- 
nify the Blood of CHRIST, ſhed at 


his. Crucifixion : But in good Truth, I 4 


cannot comprehend how this Body and 
Blood ſhould be verily and mdeed 


taken and received by the Faithful 


in the Lord's Supper: Thoſe Words 
band as if we were to eat the natu- 


. 
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ral Body, and drink the Natural Blood 
of CuRIs T: I tell you, Sir, theſe 
Words puzzle all plain People ; what 
muſt I do with them, and how muſt I 
naderſiand them? 


Ain. The Church of England, in the 
aſt Rubrick of the Communion-Service, 
declares, that © the Natural Body and 
" Blood of CuRIS I are in Heaven, and 
te not here; it being againſt the Truth 
cc of CnnIsT s Natural Body to be, 
" 4 one Time, in more Places than 
one. And therefore muſt declare, 
2 we cannot eat and drink CM RIST's 
Natural Body and Blood in the Sacra- 
ment; ſo that the Real Preſence, main- 
tained by the Church of England, is not 
the Preſence of CHRIST's Natural 
Body, but of his Spiritual and Myſtical 
one; that is, a Real Preſence of CukxIs 's 
inviſible Power and Grace, ſo in ang. 
with. the Elements of Bread and Wine, 


as to conyey Spiritual and Real Effects 
to 


; * 
* 
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to the Souls of ſuch as duly receive them 


as the Church is called the Body of 
CuR1sT, becauſe of his Spirit quick- 

ning and enlivening the Souls of Believers. 
And fo the Church of CHRIS T did 
heretofore pray, in the Prayer of Con- 
ſecration, © That the Spirit of Goo 
coming down upon the Elements of 

* Bread and Wine, might make them 
„ the Body and Blood of CHRIST, 
© ſo that they who received them might 
© be filled with the Grace of his Spirit. 


of Bread and Wine, that can be ima- 
gined, can never make them the Natu-- 
ral Body and Blood of CHRIST: (For 
if there be but One Natural Body of 
CnRisT, nothing elſe can be that 
Body:) But the Deſcent of G o D's Spirit 
and Union with the Bread and 
Vine, may make thoſe Elements as 
communicative of the Grace of CHRIST, 


200 B's *' - Nas: 


Now the cloſeſt and the neareſt Union WT 1 
of the Spirit of Go p, with the Element? if 


42 and of the Efficacy of his Spirit, as his 
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Natural Body was, whilſt he lived upon 
the Earth : and this is what the Church 
- requeſted in that Form of Prayer. . 


Par. What therefore would you have 
me believe diſtinctly of this Matter? 

Nin. That after the Conſecration, 
ſuch a Divine Power and Efficacy doth 
accompany the Holy Sacrament, as 
makes the Bread and Wine become the 
the Spiritual and Myſtical Body of 
CHRIsT. And to aſſure yourſelf that 


the Church of England knows no Cor- 


poral Preſence, nor any Change of the 


Bread and Wine into the Natural Body 


and Blood of CHRIST, you may ob- 
ſerve, that in the Firſt Exhortation of 
the Communion Service, ſhe tells us, 
That Go Þ did not only give his Son 


c JESUS CHRIST to die for us, but 


ce alſo to be our Spiritual Food and 
* Suſtenance in that Holy Sacrament.” 


Now Spiritual Food and Suſtenance is, 
| doubt- 
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doubtleſs, the Food and Suſtenance of 
the Spirit; becauſe, when it is aſked in 
the Catechiſm, © What are the Benefits 
© whereof we are made Partakers by | 
the Sacrament? ” The Anfwer is, 


The Strengthening and Refreſhing of 
* our Souls, by the Body and Blood of 
© CHRIST, as our Bodies are by the 

“ Bread jel Wine: Whereas, if the 


Natural Body of CHRIST were in the 
"Sacrament, what ſhould hinder it from 
being as much the Natural Food and 
Suſtenance of our Bodies, as any other 
Meat and Drink in the World; and fo, 
in the Third Exhortation, we are told, 


That, © if with a true penitent Heart, 


_ © and lively Faith, we receive that Holy 


« Fleſh of CHRIST, and drink his 
108 Bloed.“ Now, to eat and Ici Spi- ; 
ritually, is a figurative Expreſſion, and 
; eri « the Feeding upon CRIST's 
Body with our Heart, by Faith; a 


6 * Church explains it, when the Mi- 


B 3 'niſter | 
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niſter delivers the Bread to the Com- 
municant, as you may ſee in that Place. 
We are "therefore as verily and indeed 
filled with the Grace of Cnr1sT's 
Spirit, by duly receiving theſe Elements, 


which he calls his Body and Blood, as 


we ſhould be by eating and drinking his 
Natural Fleſh and Blood; he calls the 
Bread and Wine his Body and Blood, 


and he makes them ſo to all ſpiritual In- 


tents and Purpoſes. And farther than 
this, there is, I think, no going, con- 


ſiſtently with the Declarations of the 


Church of England, both in the Office 
of Communion, and-after it. To fay 
the Bread and Wine, after Conſecration, 


become the true natural Body and Blood 


of CHRIS, is to deſtroy the very 
Nature of the Sacrament, and to make 
the Sign to be the Thing fignified; for 
if the Bread and Wine be tranſubſtan- 
tiated into the Body and Blood of 
Cn RIS r, then is the Sign loſt, becauſe 


there 1 is no Bread nor Wine remaining: 
HU E Which 


| ſpiritual Grace. 
Sacrament of Baptifm, the Water re- 


and Uſe appointed by CHRIS TH onr 
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Which is not only « contrary to Senſe, 
but to the Definition of a Sacrament, 


which is made up of an outward and 


viſible Sign, as well as of an inward and 
As therefore, in the 


mains ſtill True and Natural Water, 
after its Sanctification to. the myſtical 4 


waſhing away of Sin, ſo do the Ele- 


ments of Bread and Wine remain ſtill 


True and Natural Bread and Wine, after 


the Conſecration of them to the End 


Saviour. But as in Baptiſm the Water, 
when ſanctified to that peculiar Uſe, 


and uſed in the Manner preſcribed by 
Cunts r, differs from other common 


Water, in that it is made, by CRIST's 


Bleſſing and Appointment, the Inſtru- 


ment and Means by which he conveys 
Forgiveneſs of Sins paſt to the trulß 
faithful Penitent, and regenerates hin 
to Newneſs of Life, for the Time to 


come; ſo in the Sacrament of the 


* 


| V4 Lonp's 
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L oR 's Supper, the Elements of Bread 
and Wine, after Conſecration, differ 
from other Bread and Wine, in that 
they are called the Body and Blood of 
CHRIST, and are the Means and In- 


ſtruments by which CHRIST conveys 
the Grace of his Spirit to the worthy 


Communicant. And be affur'd, my 


Friend, that you can be no Loſer by 
this; for Bread and Wine (or any thing 
elſe "which it had pleaſed ES 


have choſen) may, 1 the Bleſſing and 


Appointment of God, be as communi- 
cative of Grace, as the true Natural 
Fleſh and Blood of CHRIS itſelf can 
be: For even that (if you could indeed 


| J eat it with your Teeth) would no more 
communicate Grace, or any Bleſſing to 


the Receiver, without ſuch Inſtitution 
and Appointment of Gop, than any 
WH other Food in ay World that you can 
cat. 3 


He" | e 
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Par. The Sacraments, therefore, 
being Matters of meer Inſtitution and | 
Appointment, I am concerned to know 
no more, either what they are, or how 
they operate, than it hath pleaſed G o v 
to reveal in the Holy Scriptures. © And 
it will be ſufficient, you fay, to believe, 


that the conſecrated Elements are both 


called, and made, the Body and Blood 
of CHRIST, fo verily and indeed, to 
all Spiritual Intents and Purpoſes, as to 
convey to the Faithful Receiver what- 
ever Grace and Bleſſing CHRIS hath 
annexed to the due Performance of theſe 
Holy Rites. It is now time to aſk; 

* Why was the Sacrament of the 
e Lok D's Supper ordained? ” 


. Min. For the continual Remem- 
* brance of the Sacrifice of CHRIS T $, 


Death, and of the Benefits which ye 
&« receive thereby. 11 | f 


=- 
* * . 1 
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actin I ſuppoſe then, that at this Time 3 
we ——_— eſpecially to remember, that 
n 5 3 
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CHRIST died for our Sins; and that 


the Bread, which ſignifies his Body, 


and the Wine his Blood, do put us in 
Mind that his Body and Blood were 
broken and ſhed for us upon the Croſs. 
This is a very eaſy Thing; is there any 
thing elſe in it? 


Min. No, nothing elſe; CHRIST, 


5 when he inſtituted this Sacrament, ſaid 


only, Do this in Remembrance of 
Me: So all the Evangeliſts tell us, 
and mention no other End of this In- 


ſtitution. And fo St. Paul, r epeating 


what CHRIST faid to himſelf, 1 Cor. 
Xi. 24, 25, tells us, — that of the 
Bread he faid, = Take, eat, this is my 
* Body, which is broken for you, this 
* do in Remembrance of Me.” And 


o the Cup, — © This do ye, as oft as ye 


drink it, in Remembrance of Me.” And 
then explains himſelf in the Verſe fol- 
lowing, after this manner, For as oft 


| 05 eat this Bread, and drink this 


(6 Cup, 


* 


91 


„ 


„ CuR1sT, to be by them received, in 


i „ _ Reid 


Then. n, the Second 


Cup, ye do ſhew the LoRD's Death 


« till he come.” After this it will be 
no wonder if the Church of England | 


neither declares nor intimates any other 
End or Uſe of the Inſtitution: of the 
Sacrament, than The Commemora- 


« tion of CyRrisT's Death; for how 


ſhould any one know the Will of | 
CAHRIS＋ but by his Words? and what 


they are, you have ſeen. But now attend 
to what the Church ſays. I/, In the 
Firſt Exhortation before the Commu- 
nion-Office; © On ſuch a Day ( fays 
« her Officer) I purpoſe, by Gos 
« Aſſiſtance, to adminiſter. to all ſuch » 


<« as ſhall be religiouſly and devoutly = 


c diſpoſed, the moſt comfortable Sa- 
« crament of the Body and Blood of 


Remembrance of hismeritorious Croſs 
« and Paſſion; whereby alone we obtain 

5 Sins, and are made 
10 Partakersof the Kingdom of Hegven. v Þ 


De Reaſmable Sans cant. 


Wo Hg as the Son of Gop did vouch- 
-* fafe to yield up his Soul by Death 
© upon the Croſs, for your Salvation, fo 


e s it your Duty to receive the Com- 


e munion, in Remembrance of the 


Sacrifice of his Death, as he him- 


“ ſelf hath commanded.” And in the 


Third Exhortation, thus; And to 


the End that we ſhould always re- 
member the exceeding great Love 
of our Maſter and holy Saviour 
„ JESUS CHRIST, thus dying for us, 
* and the innumerable Benefits which 
« by his precious Blood-ſhedding he 


S - © hath obtained to us, he hath in- 


«ſtituted and ordained Holy Myſte- 


« ries, as Pledges of his Love, and 


c for a continual Remembrance of his 


* 1 to our great and endleſs Com- 


fort. And fo in the Prayer of 


„ : — © Who did inſtitute, 


„and in his Holy Goſpel command 


us to continue a perpetual Memory 
'* of that his precious Death, until his 
coming 


1. 


re. e & 


The Reaſonable Communicant. 25 
* coming again.” And three or four 
| Lines after; — According to thy Son, 

our Saviour JIxsus CARIST's holy 
« Inſtitution, in Remembrance of his 


« Death and Paſſion.” And when the _ 


Miniſter delivers the Bread to. each 
Communicant, he ſays, Take, and 
« eat this, in Remembrance that 


* Cuy1sT died for thee.” And of the 


Cup, © Drink this, in Remembrance 
that CHRIST'S Blood was ſhed | for 


ce thee.” 


Par. Since then the FRO Deke the 
Church Catechiſm, and the Commu- 
nion-Office, ſpeak of no other End of 
CurisT's Inſtituting the Sacrament, 
than for the Remembrance of his 
Death ; I need not be concerned either 
to enquire after any other End, or to 
believe there is any other, whatever 
private People may offer in their Dif: 
courſes on this Subject. t 10 Gn 
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| Min. You take me * There is 


no other End declared by CHRIST, 
nor by the Church of England, of the 
Inſtitution of the Sacrament, than to 
come to his Table, to take and eat 
Bread, and drink Wine (made to the 
faithful Receiver Cux1sT's Body and 
Blood) in Remembrance of CHRIST s 

Death and Sufferings : but this muſt 
not Hinder you frome doing all that is 
previouſly neceſſary to qualify you to 
commemorate this precious Death Wor- 
uh. 48 a 

FE) That I ded: Nor muſt 
I commemorate this Death, barely as 
the Death of CHRIST, but as He was 
4 Sacrifice for Sin; that is, if I un- 
derſtand it right, ids Life was offered 
up to Gov, upon the Crofs, for the 
Expiation of the Sins of the World, 
and for the Atonement of Gob's An- 
eds * as the Lives of Beaſts were, 
| under 
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under the Moſaical Diſpenſation, offer d 
for the Expiation of ſuch and na * 


8 
e fending was acquitted of whatevel 2 - 
0 gal Guilt he had contracted. When 
t therefore I commemorate the Death 
e of CHRIST, I muſt remember, not 
] only that he died, but that his Life 
$ was offered up to GoD a Sacrifice, 
tand as accepted of him for the Sins 
$ of the whole World. This the Scrip- 
0 ture aſſures us of, in many Places; 
4 and this the Church expreſſes in the 
Prayer of Conſecration, thus: That 
© Gop, of. his tender Mercy, gave 
t “ his only Son JESUS CnRIsT,. to 
8 * ſuffer Death upon the Croſs, for our 
i © Redemption ; who made there (by 
2 * his own Oblation of himſelf once 
offered) a full, perfect, and ſufficient 
1 * Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction, 
, * for the Sins of the whole World.” 
x This I underſtand, by commemorating 
CnxrisT's Death as a Sacrifice, or 
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the Sacrifice of Cyr1sT's Death; And 


3 1 hope this is ſufficient; for I do not 
in how ſmall a Compaſs my Belief 
provided it be all that is ow ne- 


; _— 


Min. You have read the Commin- 
nion Service well, and made good Uſe 
of it; and indeed you need to go no 
farther: For all you have to do, is to 
remember and believe, that CHRIST 


died, and that his Life was offered up 


a Sacrifice. to Gop, for the Forgiveneſs 
of the Sins of all the World, and was 


cen for that Purpoſe. 


| Par. „But what are the Benefits 

<« whereof we are made Partakers by 
_ © receiving this Sacrament ? for tho? I 
come to it, becauſe commanded, and do 


© there (as I am alſo bid) commemorats 


the Sacrifice of CAHRIST's Death vet 


what Advantage is it ſo to comme- 
8 maſt CHUIED! $ „ IÞ 


x 


. 7 
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Min. The Benefits of CurisT's 
Death are numberleſs and ineſtimable ; 
it is the Fountain and Foundation of 
all Go D's Mercies, which he either 
beſtows on Men in. this Life, or pro- 
miſes in the other. And, doubtleſs, the 
Benefits of duly commemorating this 
Death are alſo very great; and there- 
fore the Church's Anſwer - to this 
Queſtion is, — The Strengthening 
e and Refreſhing of the Soul by the 
% Body and Blood of CHRIST, as 
our Bodies are by the Bread and 
% Wine.” The Death of CHRIST, 
is as much the Life of the Soul, 
as Bread and Wine are the Life and 
s Bf Suſtenance of the Body. Bread, you 
* know, is the Staff of Life, and Wine 
I Wis that which cheareth the Heart of 
Man, and ſupporteth his Spirit; and 
they are put here to fignify the whole * | 
Suſtenance of Man's Life: As therefore .2 
n s Body cannot be ſupported ang 


+ main- 


; 1 
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maintained with Strength and Vigour, 
without the Suſtenance -of Bread and 
Wine; ſo does the Life of the Soul 
conſiſt in Faith on the Son of Gopg, 


and would without it languiſh away and 


die. Theſe, you fee, are figurative Ex- 
preſſions, and muſt be ſo by reaſon the 
Soul cannot properly be ſaid either to eat 
or drink. But it is eaſy enough to under- 
Rand, that as Man's Body lives by Meat 
and Drink, fo does his Soul by Faith in 


Gon, and. Hope of. his Promiſes ; and 


that, as when the Body is faint and lan- 
guiſhing, it is ſupported and revived by 
Bread and Wine; ſo is the Soul of a poor 
penitent Offender (when fainting under 
the Weight of its Guilt) ſtrengthened, re- 
freſhed, and quicknedagain to Life, by re- 
membring what CHRIST has ſuffered for 
His Sake, how He died to redeem his 


Soul, to make Satisfaction to Go p for 


And therefore to commemorate the 
en « CHRIsT's Death, muſt 
need 


all his Sins, and reconcile him to Him. 
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needs be the Refreſhment, Comfort, and 
Support of a Man's Spirit, and the very 
Life of his Soul. But you will have 
a fuller View of all theſe Spiritual Ad- 
vantages, by Reading the ſecond Prayer 
after the Receiving of the Sacrament, 
wherein the Communicants give Thanks 
to GO op (by the Mouth of the Mini- 
ſter) © for that he vouchſafes to feed 
* thoſe, who have duly received thoſe 
* holy Myſteries, with the Spiritual 
Food of the moſt precious Body and 
* Blood of Cx R15sT, and does aſſure 
them thereby of his Favour and 
© Goodneſs towards them, and that 
25 "; Boy are very Members incorporate 
in the Myſtical Body of his SON; 
* which is the bleſſed Company of all 
Faithful People; and are alſo Heirs, 
* through Hope, of his Everlaſting 
5 Hingdom, by the Merits of the moſt 
precious Death and. Paſſion of his 
* dear Son.” In which Words, the 
Church numbers up the Benefits that 
| . accrue 


Dy 


—_ 
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.accrue to the worthy Receiver. ½, 


They are fed with the Spiritual Food 
of Cur1sT's Body and Blood. 2dly, 
They are aſſured thereby of - Gov's 
Favour and Goodneſs ere them, 


3dly, They are Members of Cuxisr's | 


Myſtical Body, 7. e. the Church, of 
which CHRIST is the Head: And, 
' 4thly, Heirs of Salvation. Now, tho 


we are made in Baptiſm, Members of 


CuRIST, Children of God, and In- 
heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven; 


yet was it for the Merit of CuRIST's 


Death and Sufferings, that Gop was 
pleaſed to enter into . Covenant with 
us in Baptiſm, and thereby gave us a 

Right to all thoſe Benefits and Privi- 
leges. And therefore we have ſeen that 
the Sacrament was ordained for the 
Commemoration of the Sacrifice of 
f CnrisT 's Death, and for Commemo- 


ration of the Benefits that we receive 


| by that Death; and the Commemora- 
tion of theſe. Benefits are, in Truth, the 


„ 
1 4 * 
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5 Strengthening and Refreſhing of the 
soul, as Peoples Bodies are refreſhed 
by Bread and Wine. To think, re- 
member, and believe, that by duly Re- 
ceiving theſe bleſſed Elements, we are 
ed with the Spiritual Food of CHRIS T's 
t Body and Blood, that we are thereby 
aſſured of Go p's Favour, Members of 
CuR1sT's Church, and. Heirs, through 
Hope, of Everlaſting Salvation; to re- 
member, I ſay, theſe Honours and Ad- 
vantages, muſt ſtrengthen and refreſh 
the Souls of humble Sinners, as much 
as Bread and Wine can do their Bodies. 
You muſt\ bear with the Repetition of 
theſe Matte, in order to your better 
underſtandingwhem, and their a the 
better impreſſed on your Mind. „% "_ 


Par. I thank you, Sir, and Pede = 

I am no Loſer by the frequent incul- WY 

cating of the ſame Thing. Let me now, Bj 
if you pleaſe, give you a ſhort Sum- 

mary of what you have diſcourſed of, ⁵ 
that yor may ſee, whether I have an” 

derſtood g 
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dierſtood and taken you right. © I find 


e myſelf indiſpenſably obliged , by 
„% CuRIsT's Command, to come to 


ee the Sacrament of the Lok D's Sup- 


per, and 1 do not ſee what can ex- 
« cuſe me from doing fo, being of 
Age and Underſtanding, and having 
convenient Opportunity. When 1 
come there, I am to do as CnRIST 
< bad his Diſciples do, take the Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine, and cat 


< the one, and drink the other, in Com- 


4 memoration of CHRIST's Death. 
© The Bread, I underſtand, is, by the 
40 Appointment of CHRIS T, to fig- 
4 nify his Body, and the Wine his 
t Blood. And when I eat the Bread, 
« T am to remember that CRHRIST's 


Body was cruelly uſed, nailed to the 


— 


Ta 


2 Saat. wounded, and pierced. And 
when I drink the Wine, Jam to re- 


2 en that his Blood was ſhed 
« and poured out upon that Croſs. 


This Death of CHRIST, . L am to 


« look 


0 
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« Jook upon as an Expiatory Sacrifice, 

nd which he offered up to Gop upon 
by . the Croſs, for the Sins of all Man- 
to kind, and for mine in particular 
P. amongſt the reſt, if I take Care to 
x- qualify myſelf as He requires. This 
of Bread and Wine, thus blefled and 
. conſecrated to this particular Uſe, I 
« am not, you ſay, to conſider as com- 
* mon Bread and Wine; nor yet to 
„ think they are at all changed in 
* © their Nature; but to call them the 
Body and Blood of Curr, and 
(co believe they will (if worthily re- 
© ceived) conyey to me the Benefits 
of CnxisrT's Death and Paſſion.” 
This Virtual Preſence of CHRIST 5 
Body and Blood I can underſtand, and 
it is Real as to all ſpiritual Intents 
and Purpoſes ; for Gop, I am ſure, 
can as well convey his Grace to my 
Soul, and make me a Partaker of the 
Benefits of Cur1sT's Death, by theſe 
Elements, which, being bleſſed, ſignify 
| 5 and 
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and repreſent his Body and Blood, as 
by his Natural Fleſh and Natural Blood, 
if I could eat the one, and drink the 
other. Farther than this, I am glad 
to hear you think the Church of Exg- 
land does not go. But ſince all theſe 
great Advantages and Spiritual Benefit 
accrue only to him, who comes to thi; 
Table of the Lord, duly and worthih 
prepared, it is moſt neceſſary that I aſk, 

in the laſt Place, — © What is required 
* of them, who come to the LoRD's 
< SUPPER? ” 


— hs 


> A... 


. 6 To examine themſelves, whe- 
© ther they truly repent them of their I 0! 
« former Sins; ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to * 
« lead a new Life, have a lively Faith MW -* 
in Gop's Mercy, through CHRIS, 
4 with a thankful Remembrance of 
% his Death, and be in Charity with 5 
« al TR. BED £3 = ll 
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Par. A great Work, I aſſure you, 
if every Thing be conſidered particu- 
larly. El 


Min. Be not frightned; it is no 


more than what all Chriſtians are al- 


ways obliged to, as well when they 
come not to. the Sacrament, as when 


| EIA 


Pr: What i is it * truly to > reen of 


0 all my former Sins ** * 


Min. I will tell you, in the Words 


of the Church, in her Fir Exhor- 


tation. It is, To examine your Life 
© and Converſation by the Rule of 
« God's Commandments: and where- 
© inſoever you ſhall perceive yourſelf 


* to have offended, either by Will 


* Word, or Deed, there to bewail 


your own e and confeſs 
0 "your ſelf to AL MIGHTY Gop, 
. C « . 


« 
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| < with full Purpoſe of Amendment.” 
Nothing can poſſibly be plainer. You 
. muſt bethink yourſelf, how you have 
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ſpent your Life. paſt, and what Com- 
mands of G op you have tranſgreſſed, 


and . what . you have neglected > What 


you have done which was forbidden 


by G.o.p, and what you have not 
done which was commanded. This 


your Conſcience (if you be in earneſt) 


will, upon ſome ſhort Reflection, bring 


to Memory: And for this, you muſt 


implore Go p's Mercy, and beſeech 


Him, for CHRIS T's Sake, to forgive 


ng as it Pam Had to ) conſe 
my Sins to Gop, and to be unfeigned- 


. concern'd and ſorrowful for having 
offended - Him? man 
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Min. You muſt allen: that ihe 
Sins are againſt Go p, and againſt our 
Neighbour : And that Reperitance in- 
plies not only Sorrow for Sin, bur an 
Endeavour to undo, as far as we cab, 
whatever we have done-atnifs. / "Now, 
ot Wl in all Sins that are fo done, as no- 
his thing of them ean be undone, nor 2 
&) any Amends made for them; tees 
no I confeſs them, and be ſorry ſor them, 
oft Wl is fufficiently to repent of them, de- 
ch Wl cauſe it is all that a Man can do; 
ive where a Man, can do more, more wilf * 
be expected from him: fbr Repent- 

mee is the undaing, as muck as we 
feſs can, what ve have done amiſd. And 
ed- if you remember this; you will eaſily 
ing ee what Repentance will foffice* for 9 
re- I almoſt” all Sins: It is therefore for” 
3 3 ſuch Sins (whether againſt G o or | 

Man, or both) as cannot be undone, 
nor otlitr Amends made for them, 
that the Church calls upon yeu, to 

= C 2 << bewail 
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e bewail them, and confeſs yourſelf to | 
« God: with full Purpoſe of Amend- 
*. ment. But for other Offences, the a 
Church directs vou otherwiſe. If 
1 (aich ſhe) you. ſhall perceive your 
e Offences to be ſuch, as are not only 
* againſt Gon, but alſo againſt your 
« Neighbours, then you ſhall reconcile 
« yourſelf unto. them, being ready to 
« make Reſtitution and Satisfaction, ac- | 
« cording to the utmoſt of your Power, 
c for all. Injuries and Wrongs done by 
« you to any other; and being like- 
ge wiſe ready to forgive. others that 
te have offended you, as you would 
« have e of aur Offences at 
60 1 D's ne, n 
* 


* But 7 11 Iam able to make 
no Reſtitution, or Satisfaction at all, 
for the Injury I have done my Neigh- 
bour? Muſt I not come to the Sa- 
| crament, provided I acknowledge and 
confeſs my Sin to Gop, and promiſe, 

| | in 
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in my Mind, to make Amends, when- 


ever I am able? a 


Min. Ves certainly, for this is all 
the Repentance you can ſhew, under 
your Inability of making Satisfaction; 
and ſuch a Reſolution of being juſt and 
honeſt, is ſufficient, till * are 1828 to 
put it in eee 1 55 


Par. 'Bat, ape 1 * 3 
a Man, (as for Inſtance, my Maſter, 
when I was his Servant, and ' truſted 
by him) by. defrauding him of Goods 
or Money, or any Thing valuable, and 
am now convinced of my Fault in 
doing fo, and would make him Reſti- 


tution if I could, but find I am not 


able: Am I obliged to confeſs mx 
Fault to him, before I come to the 
Sacrament ? Does R epentance certainly: | 
include Confeſſion to the Party in- 
jured? The Caſe, I doubt, is common, 
but I know it was my own Caſe cer- 
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tairlly: And what wonld you adviſe 


. 


115 Min. If your Confeſſion would do 
your Maſter, or any one elſe, any Ser- 
vice, I would not only adviſe it, but 
enjoin it to you. As for Example, If 
your Confeſſion would ſhew your Maſ- 
ter ſome particular Caſes, where his 
Servants, or others whom he truſts, 
may over · reach or defraud him, of 
which he is not aware, and underſtands 
not; there, you ſee your Confeſſion 
would be of uſe to W and preſerve 
would adviſe you to aid him Infor- 
mation, 'that he may be more ſecure 
for: the: future. But this may be done 
under hand, and in Generals, without 
diſcovering yourſelf, and your particu- 
lar Frauds; becauſe, as tho Caſe may 
happen, ſach Diſcovery may do him 


no Service, and yourſelf much | Miſchief 


pq no Good can cotne- to the 
Nai g ME, | Party 


—— 


P: 
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Party injured by a Confeſſion, there I 
can ſee no need of it. 


Par. May I alſo make Reſtitution 
when I am able, without diſcovering 
my Name to the Party * 

Min. You may, where the Injury 
done is fully fatisfied by Reſtitution. 
As for Example: You have wronged 


ſuch an one of fifty Crowns, or to the 


Value of that Sum; the Injury here is 
the Loſs of ſo much Money: when 
therefore this Loſs is made up, the In- 
jury is removed; hat Good would it 


do, to let the Party know ho it ws 


that wronged him ? Tt might do you 


' ſome Miſchief, but I think it could do 
him no Service. If he ſuſpected and 


impleaded you at Law, and you were 
caſt, you would be obliged to pay the 


' Colts; and alfo to confeſs your Fault. 
- becauſe you would here clear your Ad- 
verſary of: falſe Accuſation, and juſtify 


C4 
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the Sentence of your Judges, which is 
a great Good to the Commonwealth. 


Par. I ſee the Reaſon of what you 
fay. But what was the other Caſe, 
where I ſhould be obliged to confeſs 
my ſecret Fraud, though I could not, 


at that Time, make Reſtitution? 


Min. If your Maſter did either bs 


lickly accuſe, or very ſtrongly ſuſpect 


another Perſon, of doing him that 
Wrong, which you indeed did him : 

| Here you would be obliged to clear 
that innocent Perſon, and free him from 
the Trouble and Injury of being falſly 
accuſed, or ill. thought of; and alſo 


your] Maſter would be freed from doing 


Injury, by falſly accuſing, or unjuſtly 
ſuſpecting, an innocent Perſon. Here, 
you perceive, - you would do Juſtice, 


and a great deal of Good, by your Diſ- 


covery and Confeſſion. But in Caſes 


where 1 no Good would come, but 'Miſ- | 
| chief, | 
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chief, by Confeſſion of your Fault ta 
the injured Party, there, I imagine, you 
may reſt ſatisfied with Confeſſion to 
Gop, and a Purpoſe of n 
when 5 able. 3 


. I a Confeſſion had ml 
always neceſſary; but I perceive, that 
where it would anſwer no good End; 
there it may be better ſpared, and with? | | 


out Sin. And therefore let me put the . W 


Caſe, that I had polluted my Neigh- 
bour's Bed, and thereby injured three 
Parties moſt notoriouſly; Him, his 
Wife, and My own : I muſt not, by 
this Rule, confeſs my Offence to them. 


Min. Conſider how much Miſchief 


ſuch a Confeſſion might do to your 
Neighbour, and to your own Wife, 
and how little Good; and then you 
will ſee the Reaſon of the Rule. Von 
would break the Peace and Happineſs - 
" two Families during their whole 
1 En bY: 


* 


? 
— 
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Lives, and, it may be, occaſion a world 
of Miſchief from the Rage of Jealouſy, 
and:the Senſe of ſuch great. Injuries, 
Bat miſtake me not quite, I diſcharge 
vou from confeſſing this Sin either to 
+ the abuſed Huſband, or to your own 
_ abuſed Wife; but T ſhould lay it ſtrict- 
lon. you to confeis your Sin to your 
wicked Partner, and let her know (but 
with all Secreſy) how much you are 
. . concerned at your Tranſgreſſion, and 


3 how fincerely you repent of it; and 


how you wiſh: that ſhe. would do fo 
too. _ This Confeſſion I would never 
excuſe you from, becauſe it would be 


the likelieſt Method to reclaim your 


. ſinful Partner, and undo the Miſchief 
you have done; and truly, I cannot 
ſee hom you could repent in earneſt of 
this Sin, without endeavouring to a- 
mend thoſe whom you had been ſo 


Inſtrumental in (corrupting and undo- 


ing. And yet I would excuſe you even 
from this, if there were manifeſt Dan- 
11 „ ger 


» 
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ger of the abuſed Huſband's diſcovering 
the Falſhood of his Wife, by your 
Confeſſion. You ſee, I make the good 
Effects of Confeſſion, to be the-Reaſon 
of making it; and therefore Where a 
greater Miſchief would probably en- 
ſue from it, I cannot think it neceſſary. 
But it muſt then be made to Goo, 
. with. greater Sorrow and n if it 
be poſſible. = | 


. But what if I ſhould have ſin- 
ned with common Proſtitutes, and ſuch 
as make a Trade of it, and who can- 
not be preſumed e of their Sin? 


Min. The Caſe is ſomewhat 8 
wiſe there; and you muſt judge what 
| Likelihood there is of your Advice's 
fi ucceeding with ſuch People; for 
where you think they know: their 
Way is ſinful, and Counſel: would 
> no Effect, there, I — you 


og " are 
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are under no Obligation to give them 
Warning, 


Par. The Sum therefore of what 
you fay is, I think, this — That Con- 
feſſion and Reſtitution are the two 
external Tokens of Repentance — and 
that the Rule and Meaſure of Confeſ- 
ſion (to the Parties injured) is, the 
Benefit and Good that would come 
by it. And the Rule and Meaſure. of 
Reſtitution is, a Man's Ability of mak- 
ing it. So that where Miſchief, and 
no Good, would come by Confeſſion, 
chere I may repent without Confeſ- 
ſion, except to Go Dp. And where 1 
am able to make no Reſtitution, there 
J may repent ſincerely without it; and 
ſo may come to the holy Sacrament, 
though I have done much Wrong and 
Injury. I wiſh J could ſupply theſe 
great Defects with a proportionable 
Share of © Sorrow for my Sins: Can 
IS 0 you 
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you. tell what is proper to excite and 
raiſe it in me: For methinks I am 


too cold and unconcerned i in this Mat- 
ter 2 


| Min Endeavour to pofleſs your 
Mind with a true Senſe of the Hei- 
nouſneſs of Sin, by conſidering, That 
Gop, who gave you Life and Being, 
and made you to be happy, is ſo diſ- 
pleaſed. with Sin, that He reſolves, 'for 
its Sake, not only to deprive you of 
the Happineſs He intended for you, but 
to make you miſerable beyond Ex- 
preſſion, and that for ever, in the 
World to come. Think with your- 
ſelf, who CHRIST the LoRD was, 
and what He has done and ſuffered, 
to redeem you from the Guilt and 
Puniſhment of Sin; and you will have 


another kind of Notion and Opinion | | 


of the Heinouſneſs of Sin, than you 
can n have from either its natural Turpi- 
2 tude, 


. 
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- tude, or from the Miſchief it does in 
the World, though both thoſe Things 
are conſiderable. The whole Oecono- 
my of Chriſtianity were a very ſtrange 
Thing, unleſs Sin be the moſt heinous 
and abominable Thing that can be 
before G op. And therefore when 
you would work in yourſelf a true 
Senſe of the Heinouſneſs of Sin, you 
muſt conſider what is threatned to it, 
arid what was done by CHRIST (the 
Eternal Son of GO p) to fave you 
om! it. | 


Ph But this kind of "INE looks 
5 rather like Sorrow for the 
Effect of Gov's Diſpleaſure, which 


| we Loſs and Puniſhment ; than Sorrow 


for the Occafion of that. Diſpleaſure, 
which is Sin. I own, S1tr, I am 


very ſorry for my Sins, when 1 con- 


ſider what: a Loſer I am like to be 
= - wang and how much I muſt faf- 
| * 
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ſer for chem; but e e 
wann for my Ee: f 


Min, Be content, Sum; to n 
you can, and as well as you can. It 
would take up a world of Time, to 
perſuade you to be exceeding ſorrowful 
for your Sins, if your Sins would do 
you no Miſchief, and 1291119 n no 
Puniſhment. 


Par. 1 think ſo too. But yet, I have 

I know not what kind of Concern about 
me, that my Sorrow for Sin ſhould 
proceed from no-nobler and better Prin- 
ciple than the Fear of Puniſhment. 
And you muſt know, much better than 
I, how all forts of Writers and Dif- 
courſes decry the py inven 
1. . Fear of ONES. 


n Akon think of ſetting 3 
a Man of Honour in Religion: Truſt 


FED 5 „ 
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to the Principles that G op hath im- 
planted in you, which are, Hope, and 
Defire of Good, and Fear, and Hate 
of Evil: And truſt to the Rules that 
Gop' hath ſet you in his holy Word, 
to guide and direct yourſelf by. If 
Gop exhort you to - ſuch and ſuch 
Things, and promiſe you to reward 
your Performance of them with ſuch 
and ſuch Bleflings, think with your- 
- ſelf, whether you may not ſet about 
thoſe Actions, in view of - thoſe Re- 
wards, and for the fake of thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings. , If Gop prohibit! you ſach and 
ſuch Things, and tell you, if you ven- 
ture on them, He will puniſh you in 
this and that Manner; think with your- 
ſelf, whether you. may not abſtain from 
thoſe Things for fear of being ſo pu- 
niſned. Theſe are plain Things, let 
them never flip out of your Mind. | 
Nor let the Reverence of any Man 
_ it were St Auſtin himſelf) 
0: cauſe 


We 
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cauſe you to forget, that the Scriptures 


are made up of Promiſes and Threats, 


both which would ſignify nothing, if 
Men might not be moved by them, 
both to perform 'their Duty, and ob- 
tain their Recompence, and to avoid 
both Guilt and Puniſhment. Now the 
fame Promiſes being made to Repent- 
ance, Which are made to Innocence, and 
Obediente, and the fame Threatnings 
denounced to Impenitence, which are | 
denounced to Sin and Wickedneſs ; tis 
evident, that Men may repent 100 
turn to Gop upon the fame Princi- 
ples, by which they might have con- 
tinued innocefit and obedient, viz. the 
Promiſes of Bleſſings, and the Threats 
of Miſchief, Pain and Miſery; the one 
to excite their Hope, the other to awa- 
ken their Fear, and both to ſecure their 
Obedience. But if you can fepent up- 
on any better, 'or (as you call the them) 
nobler Principles, you: may. 2515 am 
on ly 


1 
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only trying to ſhew. you, that the Re- 
pentance | proceeding from Fear of Pu- 


niſhment is dafe, and will be acceptable 


with Gon as being both natural and 


reaſonable. J would have you only 


diſtruſt. . that, Fear, that drives Men 
from their Duty, mot 0 which urges 
them # it. 5 


Par. {winch and do confides Sin, as 


a Thing offenſive before Gon, un- 


worthy of myſelf, againſt my Reaſon 
and better Knowledge, and againſt 
expreſs Command; and upon theſe 
Accounts, I am Fan troubled 
for having committed it; but this Sor- 


row, I confeſs, does not ariſe ſo high, 
as the Conſiderations of the Danger it 


expoſes me to carry it; and therefore ! 


1 am very glad to hear it is ſo juſtifiable 


and fate ; and indeed my Reaſon can- 
not diſpr ove any thing you have faid 
in its Excuſe, I will try henceforwards 
In to be Giſoguraged by any one's 

5 | 7 Autho- 
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Authority, affirming the contrary, if it 
1- | be againſt Reaſon and without Scrip- 
le ture: And in the mean Time, by the 
d Y Grace: of Go p, will try to fortify my 
ly I Reſolutions of Obedience and Repent- 
n FF ance, with the beſt Confiderations 1 
es on, beſides the Fear of Puniſhment: 

This Sorrow therefore for having of- 
fended G o p, and Reſtitution where T 
as am able to make it, and the Purpoſe of 
n- making Amends when I am able, will, 
n I hope, include the whole of my Re- 
iſt I] pentance for Sins paſt. The next Thing 


e I required of me is, You fay, Nn 
ed * to purpoſe to lead a new Life :”-and 


. that refers to the Time to come. The 
h, Meaning of this is, I imagine, that 1 

it reſolve in great earneſt to amend in al! 
I Particulars, wherein I have found my- 
le lf, upon Examination, faulty. If I 
n- have ſtollen, I will ſteal no mote: If 
id L have been iy df Lg Slander- 
ds mg, Swearing; Blaſpheming, Drunker- 
's If "<6," Intemperance, and | Impurity 5 1 


O- 5 will 
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will henceforward ſtudy to ſpeak the 


Truth, and to avoid thoſe Sins, and 
all Occaſions of falling into them, and 
be contimally upon my Guard againſt 
all the natural and uſual Temptations 
to them. But what, if when I have 
made theſe Reſolutions of falling no 
more into theſe Sins, I ſhould be ſo 
wicked as to break them ; What muſt 
T do. then? I have Reaſon enough, 
God knows, to apprehend with Fear, 
that this (which is ſo common) may 


be my Caſe; and with what Heart can 


one, who has often reſolved againſt 
his Sins, and often broke them deli- 
* reſolye again to keep them ? 


1 Aſſure yourſelf, that you have 
nothing elſe to do, in ſuch a Caſe, but 
to reſolve again to keep thoſe Reſolu- 
tions you have often broken. The 
Breach of good Reſolutions is certain- 
ly as pardonable as other Sins, and, if 


repented of, will certainly be pardon- 


— » - 5 
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ed; and therefore let not your frequent 
failing diſcourage you from. attempting 
again and again, till you have gained 
your Point. Remember there is no- * 
thing elſe to do; tis abſolutely neceſ- 


fry you ſhould reſolve, until your: Re- 
© | Glutions take Effect. 3 


Per. The Third Thing requiſite to 


a the coming worthily to the Sacra- 

ment, is, © To have a lively Faith in 

"> i © Gop's Mercies through Cur1sT.” 7 

p What may the Meng wie bags 

: Min. To believe in great earneſt, 

that Go» was ſo exceedingly. gracious. 
and merciful to Mankind, that He 

e ve his only Son to. die for the Re- 

ut demption of them, and to purchaſe the 


Pardon of all the Sins, which they 
ſhall truly rent of, and leave. 


* bs it then abſolutely — 
that I, and every one who comes to 
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the Sacrament, ſhould certainly believe I Jour 


our Sins are forgiven upon a ſuch 
ance? neith 
Mere 


Ifen Not eb at the Gaines * 
dut at any other Time, whoever truly | 
repents of his Sins,  ſhall- certainly, for f. 
CHRIsT's Sake, be forgiven. The "DP 
Promiſe” of Forgiveneſs of Sins is made of n 
by Gop, in J=svs CHRIST, to Re- Ehe 


pentance; if therefore you believe you - It 
have truly repented, you cannot poſ- . 25 
ſibly diſtruſt the Performance of Cove- I. 
nants on Go 's Part. But it is poſ- Fan 
fible you may diſtruſt the Performance Nt 
of your own Part, and the Truth and IU 
Sincerity of your Repentance; and then 7 UE 
you cannot but diſtruſt the Forgiveneſ IB. be 
of your Sins on Gop's Part. And * 


that is not want of Faith, nor any . . 
Fault, for Go p only promiſes Forgive- wh 
neſs to Repentance. As far therefore = 
as you diſtruſt the Sincerity of your IL © 
* fo far you will diſtruſt 


your 
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your Forgiveneſs; but you ſee that 
ſuch a Diſtruſt charges G o n with 
neither want of Truth, nor want of 
Mercy or Goodneſs; and therefore is 
no way faulty with reſpect to Him. 


Par. But: may I come to the Sa- 
crament with a Diſtruſt of the Trath 
of my Repentance, fince in the firſt 
Exhortation I find theſe: Wards — 
© It is. requiſite, that no Man ſhould 
come to the holy Communian, - bus 
„with a full Fruſt in Go p's Mercy, 
. and with a quiet Conſcience? ; — 
e Now, though, I have: no manner of 
4 Diſtruſt of G av's, Merey in general, 
* het if 1 cannot apply it to myſelf in 
1 particular, how. ſhould- L have 4 quigh 
4 
ny 


Conſcience? And I can never apply 
Go 0's Mercy to myſelf by Faith, 
whilſt. K. ef- dine Since 
bt Le 2/1 
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"Min. A quiet Conſeients Jobs, in 


deed, entirely depend upon the Oh 


nion a Man has of his Repentanc 
being ſincere, and accepted of G op: 
But, becauſe a Man may miſtake hi 
Caſe, a quiet Conſcience is not alway 
a feture State with - reſpect to G op: 
For if a Man believe he has repented 
truly, and yet has not, he is never the 
nearer Pardon for thinking himſelf par 

doned: And if he be fearful He Has b 
repented as he ought, he may yet have 


done fo, notwithſtanding his Fear, and 


conſequently be pardoned of Gon 


although he think he is not pardoned, 
80 that tis plain a Man may have 1 


quiet Conſcience, when he is really i in 
great Danger; and a «troubled Conſci- 


ence, when he is indeed forgiven, and 


ſecure of God's Favour; and you can 


never believe that G o p will judge 
Men finally, by their preſent Aſſu- 
rance, or a but by the 


Truth 
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Truth and the Sincerity of their Re- 
pentance. The Church does not there- 


fore underſtand by a quiet Conſcience, a 
full Aſſurance in every one that his 


Repentance is ſo perfect and ſufficient, 
that it muſt certainly be accepted of 


GoD; but ſuch a Truſt in Gov's 
Mercy, as that if a Man be duly qua- 
lifed, he ſhall be certainly accepted of 
Him, and forgiven. Some Mens Sins 
may be of ſuch a Nature, as that they 
ſhall be ſorely perplex d to underſtand 
what ſort of Repentance is neceſſary to 
the obtaining Forgiveneſs; and to this 
End, they are called upon to adviſe with 
their Spiritual Guides, who are pre- 
fumed to be able to inſtruct them, and 
ſet them right. Others are fo over- 
whelmed with the Senſe of their Sins, 

that they think they are too great for 
Gov's Pardon; and theſe People are 
alſo adv iſed to come to their Paſtors, 
that they may learn the true Extent of 


| Gop's Mercies in IE SUS Cu RISsT, 


1 4 
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and what it is will qualify them for 
Forgiveneſs of their Sins. This is the 


quiet Conſcience that the Church re- 


quires of her Communicants, a Con- 
ſcience well informed of the Nature of 
Gov's Promiſes. and Threats, and of 
the Nature of Repentance, and of its 
own State and Condition, 


Par. If I underſtand you right, you 
ay, that the Quiet of a Man's Conſci- 
ence depends upon his Opinion and Per- 
ſuafion ; but his Safety and Security, 
upon his Practice; G op accepts him, 
not according to what he believes of 
himſelf, but according to what he does, 
and truly zs. If, therefore, upon a ſe- 
rious Examination of my Life paſt, I 
find I am in earneſt very much con- 
cerned for having offended Go n, and 
ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to do ſo no more, 
and, by the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, 
reſolve to lead a new and better- Life 

for the Time to come, and firmly 
| believe 
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believe that if I do ſo, Gop will, for 
CuRIsT's fake, accept of my Re- ; 
pentance, and enable me more and 
more to walk carefully before Him: 
If I do thus, I may, you fay, come 
i to the Sacrament, although I may be 
8 ll afraid of the Deceitfulneſs of my 
own Heart, and of the Truth and 
Sincerity of my Repentance, having 
ul often broken my good Reſolutions be- 
i- WU fore, and fallen again into my old Sins: 
This Fear and Doubting of OE: 
„vin not prejudice me at all. 5 


> wk 


'The Thing that follows 3 is; © « oO 
« bear a thankful Remembrance of 
e CHRIsT's Death: That. i is, I. 
ſuppoſe, that when I commemorate? 
the Death and Sufferings of CuRIsT, 
in the Sacrament, I muſt lift up my 


giving. his Son | JesUs CuRIsT to- 


on, for ſo doing, for if He had not 
5 . died. 


Heart to Gop, and thank Him for 


dic for me; I ſee a great deal of Rea» WM 


3 


and Suſtenance in that holy Sacra- 


/ 
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died, I muſt have periſhed; I can ne- 
ver therefore remember his Death, 
| without remembring the Deliverance 
T*'obtain by it; and as I value that, fo 
I hall certainly be thankful. 


Min. You fay right: Remember by 
what Means you have eſcaped Death, 


and ' ſhall obtain Life and Happineſs 


everlaſting, and that will raiſe your 
Gratitude to Go D, who hath done fo 
great Things for you. The Church lays 
mighty Streſs upon this thankful Heart, 


as there is great Reaſon, and it will be 


to your Uſe to obſerve it. — In the 
firſt Exhortation — She fays, © It is 
* our Duty to render moſt humble and 
« hearty Thanks to Almighty Go p, 
de our heavenly Father, for that He 
<« hath given his Son our Saviour Jz- 
„ 8Us CHRIST, not only to die for 
us, but alſo to be our ſpiritual Food 


c ment. Kun in FP. third Exhor- 
INN Ee 629 » ms; 
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tation; © Above all Things, you muſt 
e give moſt humble and hearty Thanks 
c to Gop the FATHER, the Sox, 
« and the Holy Gnrosr, for the 
e Redemption of the World, by the 
« Death and Paſſion of our Saviour 
« CHRIST, both Gop and Man.” — 
And at the End of the ſame, — © To 
« Him therefore, with the FAT HER, 
* and the HoLy GHos r, let us 
* give (as we are moſt bounden) con- 
* tinual Thanks.” And in the Ser- 
vice — the Prieſt exhorts, Let us 
e give Thanks unto our LoRD Gop;“ 
And the People anſwer — It is meet 
* and right ſo to do.“ So when the 
Bread is delivered . Take, and eat 
* this, in Remembrance that Cnr 18 7 
died for thee, and feed on Him in 
8 thy Heart by Faith with Thankf- 
„ giving.” And when the Cup, — 
Drink this, in Remembrance that 
„CHRIS T's Blood was ſhed for thee," 
Saphbe thankful.” And in the Pry: 
5 D 3 „ 


. { 
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ers after, we defire of Go, © That 
He would mercifully accept our 
Sacrifice of Praiſe” and Thankſgiv- 
“ing; and heartily © thank Him 
for that He does vouchſafe to feed 
us, c. From all which Paſſages, you 
will eaſily conclude, the Lok D's Sup- 
per to be 4 Feaſt of Joy and Gratitude. 
And therefore I ſhould be glad you 
would come to it without thoſe Fears 
and dreadful Apprehenſions, that ap- 
pear ſo viſibly in the Countenance and 


Behaviour of many good, devout Peo- 


ple, who, I dare ſay, have no true 
Cauſe for ſuch a Concern. 


Par. I ſuppoſe it proceeds from their 
Humility, and a deep Senſe of their 
| Unworthineſs, and I hope there is no 
_ Harm or Danger in it; it is as like to 


BN n oy t elſe. 


ict; = 
3 No, none at all: I do not 


blame it by any Means: But if you 


579 9 will 
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will be adviſed by me, you ſhall en- 
deavour to avoid it ; for Fears diſtract 
the Attention, and the Mind is be- 
wildered by them, and conſiders not 
the Work it is about, ſo well as it de- 
ſires to do. Think, that though you 
are a grievous Sinner, yet Gon is in- 
finitely merciful: Think, that He gave 
bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth on Him ſhould. not periſh, 
but be ſaved: And you are now com 
memorating that Death, that has made 
Atonement for the Sins of the whole 
World. "Theſe Conſiderations may diſ- 
pel all your Fears; but if they do nat, 

there is no Harm in them; it will be 
your Misfortune to want thoſe Com- 
forts that you might well have; but 
there is neither Fault nor Danger in 


wanting them: The Heart is as ſecure, 3 


but not as eaſy, under - Fear, as under 
Jay and good Aſſurance. Repent but 
truly of your Sins, and leave them, 
and the Work is done; the reſt is to 3 
SH TY 4 | be 


— 
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be left to Gop, in whoſe good Hands 
you never will miſcarry, how, fearful 
ſoever you may be of your Condition. 


Par. Gov be thanked, that our 
Safety depends not on our Hopes or 
Fears, but upon his infinite Goodneſs, 


accepting what He himſelf enables us 


to do. Let us come, if You pleaſe, 
to the /aft Thing requiſite ; and that is, 


the being in Charity with all Men.“ 


What if my Friend prove falſe, inju- 
rious, and endeavour to undo me? 
Muſt I ftill truſt him, love him, and 
favour him as I uſed to do? What if he 
ſeek to take away my Eſtate, to hurt 
my Reputation, or aſſault my Perſon ? 
Muſt I endure this patiently, and ſeek 
no Remedy, but treat him ſtill in the 
e A I was wont? 


Min. No, docking of all this: Chriſ- 
tianity obliges you to hate no Man; 
to do no Man any Injury; to ſeek no 
Ne 3 o fake any, though it 

| might 


it 
it 
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might be done with Secreſy and Safe- 
ty: Nay, it obliges you to pray to GO 


for the F orgiveneſs of ſuch, as may 


have injured you in the higheſt Mea- 
ſure; and obliges you to deny them 
nothing that is due in Juſtice,” in Hu- 
manity, and Mercy. Their Enmity 
and ill Uſage will never excuſe you 
from doing them any ſort of good 
Turns that are due to them, as Men 


or Chriſtians. But this will not hinder if 


you from defending yourſelf from. an 
Injury or Violence, from recovering 
what is your own, nor from bringing 
upon them whatever Miſchief the Laws 
will inflict upon Tranſgreſſors. Chriſ- 
tianity will not hinder you from break- 
ing off Friendſhip with one, who Has 
ſhewed himſelf unworthy of it; much 
leſs will it require you to continue him 
in that Confidence and Truſt, he has 
heretofore been in, but forfeited * 
Falſhood and ill Uſage. In a word, 
you muſt not hate, but you may diflike, _ 

2 D 5 any 
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any one that injures' your Reputation, 
Fortune, or your Perſon. You may 
ceaſe yout Friendſhip, but not your 


Readineſs to do all good Offices: If 


you have injured any one, you muſt 
be lreconciled, and make Amends ; and 
if any one has injured you, you muſt 
pray to Go p to forgive them, and fo 
forgive them yourſelf, as to return them 
no Evil for Evil, nor take any Ad- 
vantage againſt them to their Preju- 
ce. And if your Adverſary be un- 
_ reaſonable, and will not be reconciled 
to you, tis enough that you defire it, 
and ſhew yourſelf  difpoſed to it. It 
would be difficult and endleſs to tell 
you what you ſhould! do in as many 
Cafes as may eaſily happen; if you find 
yourſelf at a ſtand, you had beſt com- 
municate your 'Caſe to ſome prudent 
and good ſpiritual Guide, pl ry wall 
eaſily. tell you what is to be done in 
-the Matter. Remember only, that to 
be on the. 2 Side, is Wiſdom, 


and 


ww © 
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and Paal and Superiority; it is to 
do bravely, and to be a good Chrif 


; tian. 


Par. And this, 0 an is 1 
have to do. ; 


Min. You ſee the Catechiſm eye ſo; 


l eee ae 


Communion ſays ſo. And ſo does the 
Third, which is always read - judge 

therefore yourſelves, Brethren, that 
* you be not judged of the LoR 
« Repent you truly for your Sins 


\ paſt — have. a lively and ſtedfaſt 
Faith in CHRISHTH your Saviour — 


« Amend your Lives — and be in 
perfect Charity with all Men — fo 
« ſhall you be meet Partakers of . thoſe 
„holy Myſteries.” And when: this 


Exhortatory Prayer is done — the 


Church begins again — Ye that do 

< truly and - earneſtly repent you! of 
8 e en are in Love and | 
4 i | 40 2 
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Charity with your Neighbours — 
„ and intend to lead a new Life, 
“following the Commandments of 

op, and walking from hence- 

| © forth in his holy Ways, — draw 
„ near with Faith, and take this holy 
te Sacrament to your Comfort.” And 
I pray, obſerve that there is nothing 
nem required of you, but what you 
were before obliged to, by virtue of 
your Baptiſmal Covenant: And whe- 
ther you receive the Sacrament or no, 
you muſt repent, amend, truſt in God's 

Ml-ercies, and live in Love and Charity 
with all Men; you muſt do them 4, 

ways, and you are called upon eſpe- 

cially to do them now. 


£ 


Par. You will now give me Leave 

to aſk You a few. Queſtions in the 

General, and J ſhall make an End of 

this Trouble. How much Time muſt 

I take, to come to the Sacrament pre- 
— as 8 have been deſcribing ? 

Min. 
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Min. No certain Time can be dr: 
ed for that; and I would not have you 
ſcrupulous about it: Since this is the 
firſt Time, you ſhall do well to exa- 
mine your Conſcience throughly, and 
look carefully back into your Life paſt, 
and fee wherein you have been faulty, 

or neglectful; conſider eſpecially the 
Lins of your Inclination, and thoſe to 
which your particular Calling, and Way 
of Living, expoſe you moſt; conſider 
well the Temptations that draw you to 
them; that you may reſolve with good 
. Affurance againſt them for the Time to 
come, as well as truly repent of what 
is paſt, Do this very well at firſt, and 
then, a ſober, virtuous, and religious 
Life, will keep you conſtantly prepared, 
and fit to come to the Lord's Table: 
Vou may take as much Time as you 
pleaſe to prepare yourſelf beforehand, 
by Reading, Prayer, and Meditation; 
a I dare not fay, that this or that 
of 2 Portion 


9 Wo 
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Portion of Time is ſo neceſſary to it, 
as that you ſhall offend, if you ſpend 
it not in thoſe good Exerciſes, The 
Church has made no ſuch Rules, but 
ſuppoſes, that if you live like a good 
Chriſtian, a little Time will fit you for 
the Sacrament. And truly, as you arc 
a Man of Buſineſs, do you but fay your 
Prayers conſtantly, live virtuouſly, and 
exerciſe your Calling honeſtly and con- 
ſcientiouſſy, and I do not ſee but you 
may be in your Shop on Saturday, and 
be a good Communicant on Sunday 
Morning. To be heartily humbled 
before Go p for our Sins paſt, is an A& 
of the Mind. To reſolve ſtedfaſtly to 
live better for the Time to come, is an 
Act of the Mind: To believe that 
CurIsT died for our Sins, and to be 

thankful to G op. for that infinite Mer- 
cy, are Acts of the Mind. And ſo it is, 


to forgive all that have injured us. All 
theſe preparatory Things are Acts of the 
aſl nd, and quickly performed. And there- 


fore 


The Reaſonable Communicant. 75 
fore take but Care to live well, and you 


| ſhall always be duly prepared to come to 


the Commynion. And when you con- 
ſider how frequently the primitive Chrif 
tians went to the Sacrament, and yetwere 


Lawyers, Tradeſmen, Merchants, and 


followed other Employments, you will 
conclude, that an innocent and virtuous 
Life muſt fit one for the Sacrament, 
without a Veel's, a longer, or a ſhorter 
Sequeſtration from Company or Buſi- 
neſs. I do not ſay this, to blame any 


one who takes theſe Courſes before the 


Sacrament ; for, ſometimes it is neceſ- 
ſary, and ſometimes good and fitting; 
but that you ſhould not think yourſelf 
always obliged to take the ſame Courſe; 
or abſtain from the Sacrament, becauſe 
you have not had that Time to ſpend 
in holy Exerciſes. Tis a Misfortune 
that one can give no Rules that will fit 
all Chriſtians; and that the beſt Rules 
will hurt ſome or other, if cloſely fol- 
lowed. Diſcretion is the beſt Director 
in _ World, Par. 
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Par. Would you have me come to 
the Sacrament . or may I do 
vikerwie'? | mand, 


Min If you conſider his Inſtitution, 
Belag of that kind is neceflary ; for it 
was inſtituted after Supper. Nor has 
the Church of England made any Rule 
about it. Where therefore neither the 
Laws of God, nor thoſe of our Supe- 
riors have obliged us, we muſt uſe our 
Prudence, and do what we find belt. 
If you find that Faſting makes you 
more devout and ſerious, and gives you 
a better Frame of Mind, you will cer- 
tainly chooſe to 80 to the Sacrament 
Faſting. Or if it be indifferent, and 
you are much the ſame whether you 
faſt, or not, and find it makes no 
Change at all in you, then you wil 
chooſe to faſt in Decency, and with 
Regard to ancient Practice. But if you 


_ by — contracted ſuch a 
| Habit 
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Habit of Eating or Drinking ſome light 
Matter every Morning, that you ſhould 
be uneaſy, or diſordered without it, 
then you will chooſe to do as you uſed 
to do; becauſe the Purpoſes of - Faſting 


(which are to raiſe the Mind to Gop, 


and put it into a better Frame) are 


better anſwered by moderate Refreſh- 


ment, than by wholly abſtaining: I do 
not ſuppoſe that any one makes a full 
Meal in a Morning, that is not going to 
ſtrong Labour, much leſs upon Sunday. 
And I take the Meaning of your Queſ- 
tion to be, Whether you may eat or 
drink never ſo little, on the Morning 
you come to the Sacrament? And to 
that 1 fay, that neither Go p, nor the 


Church, has appointed the contrary :. 


but yet I would adviſe it, where the 
ey of Yoing 1 it is none ; but 
niency in Abſtaining -Onlly i remember, 
that whether you abftain, or not, vou 
do 
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do it without Scruple yourſelf, and 
without Cenſuring what another Perſon 
does, though contrary to what you do. 
Do in chis, and in all other indifferent 
_ what you believe will tend moſt 

to your Spiritual Edification ' yourſelf, 
without rene to what other People 
do. 


Par. will you give me any particu 
lar Directions how to behave myſel 
during the Solemnity ? 


| Min. When the Offertory begins 
open your Common Prayer Book, and 
with your Eye (not Voice) read along 
with the Miniſter, and make what ſhort 
Application you can to yourſelf, of what 
is read ; there you will find you are re 


minded of being Charitable, in general 
to all that ſtand in Need; and, in par- 
ticular, of being J to thoſe who an 
your ſpiritual Guides; and giving then 
At leaſt what the Laws and Cuſtoms df 


C 
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the Place have allotted them. And if 
you find you have been wanting either in 
. Ill this Charity or Juſtice, you will reſolve 
't to make up thoſe Defects for the Time 

to come; for, aſſure yourſelf, you will 
I, be highly unjuſt, if you detain from 
Ie them, what is their due, both in Law 
and Conſcience, as much as any Debt 
is due to yourſelf, When theſe Sen- 
ar bences are over, then follows the Prayer 
for the whole State of Chriſt's Church, 
with which you muſt be ſure to join in 
Heart and Spirit; and never pretend ta 


and ſe any other Prayers or Meditations, 
one of your own, or out of any other Book; 


whilſt the Miniſter is praying the Pray- 
ers of the Church ; for theſe are the beſt 
and propereſt for the preſent Purpoſe, 
and you muſt join with the Congrega- 
tion in their Attention, and fay the 
Amen with them, that you may reap 
the Advantage of that common Fer- 


e with which thole Prayers fly 
* Por 100 
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up to Gop; when this Prayer is done, 


then follows the Exhortation, (which 


I have ſtill called the Third Exhorta- 
tion) to which you muſt moſt ſeriouſly 


; attend, for it is full of excellent Infor- 


mation and Inſtruction; it ſhews you 


the great Benefits of coming wortbih 


(i. e. with a true penitent Heart, and 
lively Faith) unto this Holy Sacrament: 
And the great Danger of coming un- 
worthily, i. e. without repenting of your 
Sins, and without truſting in God's 
Mercies, through CHRIST. And pray 
remember, that there is no other Senſe 
of the Words, worthily and unworthih, 
than coming with, or without Faith in 


+» Curi1sT, and ſincere Repentance of 


Sin; and that whoever comes worthih, 
that i is, repenting truly of his Sins, and 
believing that Gop, for CuzisT's fake, 
will certainly forgive all ſuch as repent 
and leave their 'Sins—whoever comes 
thus, *comes worthuly ; ; and . whoever 
comes worthily, receives the Benefits of 


. 


Chriſt 
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Chrif®'s Body and Blood, and dwells in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt in him, and is one with 
Chriſt, and Chriſt with him, whatever 
thoſe Phraſes ſignify, and whether you 
underſtand them throughly or no. And 
to your Comfort, moreover, whoever 
comes worthily, eſcapes all thoſe Dangers 
and Miſchiefs, whatſoever they be, that 
are expreſſed by © —being guilty of the 
Body and Blood of CHRIST our Sa- 
* yiour—eating and drinking our own 

Damnation — not conſidering the 
* LorD's Body kindling Go p's 
Wrath againſt us — and provoking 
Him to plague us with divers Dif- 


« eaſes, and ſundry kinds of Death.. 


Theſe are hard Things all of them, and 
ſome of them hard to be underſtood ; 

but, whatever. they ſignify, however 
grievous and hazardous they are to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, —they are 
all ayoided and eſcaped, by coming 
worthily, i. e. by Faith in CHRIS 's 
Merits, and repenting of our Sins. 
And therefore, if there were a thou- 


oo 
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ſand more ſuch terrible Expreſſions, (as I Part 
I could with there were fewer than I fay r 
there are) let them not frighten you, 
or give you any Trouble. Repent, and 
Believe, and all is well. When this and 
the next Exhortation are ended, you 
come to the Confeſſian of Sins, in which 
you muſt join with the Miniſter both 
in Heart and Voice, for you are much 
concerned in it; but when the Abſolu- 
tion (which is next to it) begins, then I The 
hold your Peace, and attend to the I Pray 
Miniſter with all your Heart: The whe! 
Cuſtom is, in ſome Places, for the and 
People to fay a ſoft Amen, at the End Neig 
of every Sentence, and there is nothing I derſt 
indecent in that Practice. But for am Men 
one to repeat the Abſolution, Word for ſurd] 
Word, with the Miniſter, is ſo abſurd, Ton 
and ſhews ſuch Ignorance, that one Jun, 
would wonder any one ſhould fall into I Aout 
that Practice: Abſolution is the. Work I and 
of Gopꝰ's Miniſter, and belongs to him impr 
alone, in God's NEO: The People ouſly 
_. 
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Part is to be ſilent, and attend, and to 
fay nothing but a moſt earneſt Amen to 


that excellent Prayer. And, pray, be- 


lieve me, once for all, that nothing 


fixes the Attention like Silence; and 
let me warn you to obſerve in all your 
Publick Prayers, that you join with the 
Miniſter where you are bid, and at all 


other Times be flent ; attend and make 


it your own, by ſaying a hearty Amen. 
The obſerving Order and Decency in 
Prayers, tends much to Edification ; 
whereas the contrary begets Diſtraction z 
and diſturbs both yourſelf, and your 
Neighbours ; it offends devout and un- 
derſtanding People mightily, to hear 
Men and Women ſay their Prayers ab- 

ſurdly and indecently, holding their 
Tongues where they ſhould ſpeak and 
join, and- joining with the Miniſter 
aoud, where they ſhould only hearken, 


and tay Amen; 4 what can be mote 


improper, than to hear them promiſcu- 
ouſly abfolve themſelves and one another, 
and 
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a and taking the Prieſtly Office. on them, 
in a Part of it, which is one of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing he has? When 

the Abſolution is over, attend moſt di- 

ligently 'to the Sentences of Scripture 
which the Miniſter is to read; and 

when he bids you lit up your Heart tt 
God, you muſt be ſure not only to do 
it in Word, but in Deed, and great 
earneſt. When the Prayer of Conſecra- 
tion is over (and not before) you wil 
have ſome Time before the Bread and 
Wine are brought to you, which you 
muſt employ as well as you can, either 
in Prayer, or reading ſomething proper 
to meditate on, on that Occaſion ; and 
to this purpoſe you may furniſh your- 
o out of ſome good Book of Devo- 
But be not much diſcouraged if 

700 cannot fill up all that Space with 
regular Devotion, or with intenſe Me- 


4 


member your own Offences with as 
much 


ditation ; do as well as you can: Re- 
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much Sorrow as you can; and the 


Mercies of Gop to you in JIESus 


CuRIST, with as much Love, and 
Joy, and Gratitude ; reſolve in earneſt 
to amend in what Particulars you find 
yourſelf moſt faulty ; and aſk of Gop 
the Grace and Power to put theſe good 
Reſolves in Execution; and that the 
Merits of this ſaving ds which you . 


are now commemorating, may be ex- 


tended and applied to you, in the Fo or 


giveneſs of your Sins, and all other Be- 
nefits of CHRIS T's Paſſion; Recom- 
mend to Gop's Mercy your Parents 
and Relations, Friends, and. all the 
World; Do any Thing that is good 
and proper to fill up the Time, and 
employ your Thoughts, till the Miniſter 
come to you, to give you the conſecra- 


52 Bread and Wine. | 


Pes And then, 1 FRY you would 
have me raiſe my Py to hos © high. 


«ſb pitch 1 . 
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5: Yes, 1 would have you very 
intent upon you are about: But 
take good heed, leſt, while you are 
ſtriving to raiſe your Heart, you be 
not loſt and bewildred. Strive N 
for a ſerious and compoſed Mind; 
your Devotion be rather regular 2 
equal, than ' exalted and tranſported : 
Attend gravely to what the Miniſter 
fays; and when he has. repeated that 
excellent Prayer —The Body of our 
„ Lok Dp JesUs CHRIST, which was 
e given for thee, preſerve thy Body 
ce and Soul to everlaſting Life—" be 
ſure you lay ſoftly a moſt hearty 4- 
men : for, is not that the Thing you 
come for and deſire? When he has 
aid, q — Take, and eat this in Re- 
« membrance that CHRIST died for 
« thee, and feed on him in thy Heart 
by Faith with Thankſgiving— take 
it, and whilſt you are cating it, make 
ſome ſuch Prayer as this Grant, 0 
Lon D, 
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Loxb, that the Senſe of this thy infinite 
Mercy, ſbewed to Man in ſo much Mi- 


ſery, may never depart from my Mind ! 


Let me, from henceforth, die ” all my 

Sins, and my corrupt Affeckions, and 
five alone to Righteouſneſs and Virtue ! 
I fledfaſtly believe thou dieft upon the 
Croſs, to ſave me from the Guilt and © 


Puniſhment of Sin, O give me but the 


Grace to walk with a thankful, honeſt 
Heart before thee | Accept of my imper- 


fell Sorrow and Repentance, imperfect 


Faith, imper fe? Reſolutions, and let the 
precious Merits of my Lo RD fupply the 

reft, and make up what thou ſeeſt is want= 
ing! When the Miniſter delivers the 
Cup, and ſays, * — The Blood of out 
% LoRD JESUS CH ISH, which was 
* ſhed for thee, preſerve thy Body and 
* Soul to everlaſting Life be fure 
you fay Amen: for there it is moſt pro- 


per, and chere it was formerly placed. 


When he has faid © — Drink this in 
* Remembrance that Cuxrsr's Blood 


E 2 © Was 
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e was ſhed for thee, and be thankful —” 
take it, and drink very moderately, re- 
garding neither Thirſt nor Pleaſure | 

that Draught. And after you have done, 
you may-make ſome ſuch thort Prayer, as 
you did after the Bread—O let my Soul 
be waſhed and cleanſed in the Blood of 
JesuUs, that was ſhed for me ! and let 
me never be unmindful of this Mercy, 
but give thee Thanks, not only with my 
Lips, but Life, by giving up myſelf to 


thy Service, and walking before thee in 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all my Days, 
through JEsUs CHRIST my Lokp; 
to whom with thee, O Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 
now and for euer! But let me remind 
you, that you do not pretend to repeat, 
either aloud or ſoftly, the Words which 
the Miniſter uſes, in delivering the Bread 
and Wine ; your Buſineſs is to attend 
ſoberly to what he fays, and to tay 


Anen. I tell you this, becauſe an idle 


Cuſtom has bs of Peoples re- 
| peating 
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_» | peating what the Prieſt ſays; to the 
Diſturbance of the Prieſt, and to the 


Hindrance, I dare ſay, of their own 
Devotion, which would be furthered - 


| take all Occaſions to recommend to 
you. And that your Mind may be 


nicating, you will chooſe to ſay ſome 


courſe, ſeaſonable and proper; and if 
that do not hold out to the End, you 


for that is praying for the greateſt Bleſ- 
ling Go p can beſtow upon them — 


| * 


by a grave and ſilent Attention; which 


employed, whilſt the reſt are commu- 


good Prayers, or read ſome ſhort Diſ- 


may liſten to the Miniſter delivering the 
Bread and Wine to the Communicants, 
and fay a hearty Amen to each of them, 


* the Preſervation of their Body and 
Soul to everlaſting Life.” And when 
all have received, and the Miniſter re- - 
ms to his Prayers, be ſure you be not 
ready to join with him ; nay, though | 
you ſhould not have ended your pri- 
ate 5 yet break them off, 
285 E 3 Wan 
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though in the middle, and join with the 
publick ones, for that is better, and 
your Duty; and ſo go on with him, in 
Heart, till he have made an End. Af- 
ter which, you will, in a fhort Ejacu- 
lation, aſk of Gop the Forgiveneſs of 
all your Coldneſs, Wandring, and In- 
difference, or worſer Thoughts during 
the whole Performance ; beſeeching 
Him to preſerve in you, a lively Senſe 
of his infinite Mercies ſhewn to Man 
in CHRIST JESUs, and that you may 
go home more and more confirmed in 
Virtue and holy Reſolutions, and abide 
in his Favour to your Life's End. 


Par. I thank vou, 81 R, for your 
Care in thus preparing and conducting 
me, from the Beginning of this ſolemn 
Performance to the End of it; and in 
particular, for thoſe Hints of Things, 
that to wiſer People may appear little, 
and needleſs, as to me, uſeful, order- 


right 
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God) everlaſtingly happy in the World 
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nghtly obſerve them. When all is over, 
I ſuppoſe, I ſhall return Home mighty 
well ſatisfied, full of Unction, Joy, and 
holy Conſolation, aſſured of Go D's ' 
Favour, the Forgiveneſs of my * 
and everlaſting 2 J ivwn 1 


Min. b Ga 
in Gop's Favour, without being affur- 
ed of it; ont may have his Sins for- 
given, without knowing or believing it; 
and one may be (in che Purpoſe of 


to come, and yet be miſerable and de- 
ſponding here. "Theſe Things, I think 
we have already ſpoken to, and agreed 


in them. In this you may be fully ſa- 


tisfed, that if you truly repent you of 
your Sins, they ſhall certainly be for- 


Sie; and you — — i 
py, but that is in the World to come 


and whether you ſhall have the Com- J 
fort of believing your Sins A at } 
ſuch à certain Time, at, or after the 
0143 E my 
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receiving the Sacrament, is not quite fo | cali 
ſure; No ſuch Joy, or Conſolation is Px 
annexed, by any Promiſe of Go p, ge 
to the worthy Reception of the bleſſed out 
Sacrament ; the Benefits are indeed ſe- Go 
cured. by Go p's Promiſe to the wor- and 
thy Receiver, from whence that Joy and 
may reaſonably reſult ; but the Party I beer 
may, by ſome Indiſpoſition of Mind, |= ><: 
not be filled with it: And let me now Con 


| adviſe you, not to expect, or depend PIeF 


upon any ſuch unuſual Lightſomneſs or have 
Conſolations; but if they follow, it is thei. 
well; if not, there is no Harm or char 
Danger in the Want of them. Prepare ||| ble 
yourſelf by true and ſincere Repent- Wo 


| ance, and come with Faith, and as well rage 


diſpoſed as you can, and leave the reſt and 

to Gop; you will have the Satisfac- the 
tion of having done your Duty in the and 
beſt manner you could, and with that I 2 
vou muſt be content, for the reſt is not | Ohr 
in your Power. I have known many ther 
good People diſconfolate upon this Oc- Con 


caſion, 
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cation, by being diſappointed of ſuch . 
tions as their own warm Ima- . 
gination had only raiſed in them, with- 
out any Reaſon, or Promiſe made on 
Gop's Part. They came away cold, - 
and little affected, from the Sacrament, 
and thought their Hearts muſt have 
been filled with devout Tranſports; and 
becauſe of this, they fell into deep 
Concern, and believed they had not 
prepared themſelves as they ought to- 
have done; although, upon examining - 
their Hearts, they could not juſtly 
charge themſelves with any conſidera- 
ble Omiſſions, or Negligence in that 


Work. And therefore be not diſcou- 


raged, if you find not that Content 
and Pleaſure after your coming from 


the Sacrament, which you may hope 
and wiſh for before. Go on ſteadily 


in the Ways of Virtue, and do your 
Chriſtian Duties conſtantly; and whe- 


ther you feel the ſenſible Warmths and 
Comforts of Religion or no, yet you 
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ſhall never want, -at length, the juſt 
Rewards of it; tbſe depend upon Un- 
certainties, Zbefe upon G o p's Goodneſs, 
and Truth, which cannot fail 


Par. How oft, S 1x, do you think 
it neceſſary for me to come to the Sa- 
crament ? 


Min. No Body can anſwer that 
Queſtion better than yourſelf : You 
muſt conſider where you live, and 
what Opportunities you have of doing 
it; and what Reafons you ſhall have 
not to communicate, where you have 
Opportunity. But be not, however, 
very ſcrupulous in the Matter ; do not 
think you offend Gon, if you do not 
lay hold of every Opportunity offered 
you, by the Place you live in; nor 
think it ſufficient that you communi- 
cate thrice a Year, (as the Law re- 
quires) when you may do it every fir/t 
rade in the _ according to the 

Cuſtom 


ar  - — Ks 1 
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Cuſtom of the City where you live. 
Fail not to obſerve the Law of the 
Land; and be fure to have Regard 
to the Cuſtom of the Place; and think 
upon the Advantages of ferving Gov, 
and coming to this hot Ordinance, and 
then your Piety and Diſcretion will 
direct you, how oft you are to com- 
municate; let not Little Occafions hin- 
der you, nor great ones Please you; 

do not look upon it as a frightful or 


| dangerous Duty, but ealy, fafe; and 


beneficial. And I give you theſe Cau- 
tions now, that you may begin with 
right Apprehenſions of the Matter; for 
the firft Impreffions generally laif, And 
People go on and end, much as s they 
enter on 5 Buty. 5 


* 
=, 


, ay N 


ru 1 Hat " ng a 1 N this 
Warning, and good Advice, which 1 
will * the beſt Uſe I can of: But 1 
wonder much to hear you. tell x me, 
7 that 


3s 


| that; this is not a frightful and ha- 
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zardous Duty, when the. Communion 
Service is ſo full of dreadful and amaz- 
ing Threatnings, that I have known 
both underſtanding and religious Peo- 
ple much diſcouraged and perplexed by 


them. We are told in the Second © 


Exhortation , that © the Danger is 


e fgreat, if we receive unworthily, even 


« 2 and drinking our own Dam- 
© nation.” 


i to, increaſe our Damnation; and, 
that a the Devil will enter into us, 
* and fill us full of Iniquities, and 

e bring us to Deſtruction both of Bo- 
85 dy and Soul. There is hardly any. 
thing able to ſupport a Man's Spirit 
under fuch Apprehenſions. I ſuppoſe 
aſc. Things are all of them exactly 
„and not Exaggerations: And if 
hey "Be, I leave you to conſider, whe- 


ther a, Man may not as well venture 


And in the ft — that 
< to come nan i is but thereby 


not to come to the Sacrament, as ven- 
ture the Hazards of coming unworthily, - 


and thereby increaſe his Damnation. 


Min. Remember (what I have A 
ſerved before) that to come unworthily, 
is to come without any Repentance. or 
Sorrow for paſt Offences, and without. 
any Reſolutions of Amendment for the 
future. And ſuch a coming as this, 
muſt neceſſarily increaſe a Man's Dam- 
nation, becauſe he does apparently de- 
ſpiſe his Saviour, and inſult his holy 
Ordinance ; the whole Deſign of which, 
and almoſt every Word of which, ſup- 
poſes Sorrow for his Sins paſt, and Pur- 
poſes of Amendment for the Time to 
come. Tis almoſt like a Jew's com- 
ing to be baptized, who hates Chriſtia- 
nity in his Heart, and intends to af- 
front that Sacrament, but comes to 
ſerve ſome ſecular Intereſt and End: 
Or if ** comes not with Contempt 


and 
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and Malice, yet he makes a moſt ſo- 
lemn Profeſſion of a great many Pro- 
mites, none of which he has any De- 
ſign of keeping. Now ſuch a one muſt 
certainly be in a worſe Condition, than 
if he had never been baptized, and his 
Baptiſm muſt certainly increaſe his Dam- 
nation. And muſt it not be the ſame, 


| with thoſe who come to the Sacrament 


of the Lord's Supper, and there pre- 
tend moſt ſolemnly to repent and be 
ſorry for their Sins paft, and to vow all 
hoty Obedience for the fature, and yet 
do neither, but purpoſe to continue in 
their grievous Sins? Or if they do not 
pofnively purpoſe to continue in their 
Sins, yet have they no Intention to 
leave them. Such coming muſt un- 
avoidably increaſe Damnation, becauſe 


here is a new and moſt provoking Sin, 
of mocking CHR 18 T's Ordinance, 
added to his old Impenitence, But 

truly, I believe, as well as hope, that 


not 
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not one Sinner in a hundred thouſand 
comes to the Sacrament without. a ge- 
| neral Repentance, and {ome fort of 
| Reſolution of forſaking his Sins, though 
it be faint, and looſe, and ineffectual. 
And of fuch, I know not how to con- 
clude that they thereby increaſe their 
Damnation, any otherwiſe than they, 
' who, without coming to the Sacra- 

ment, make ſuch kind of Refolutions 

frequently, and yet forget and break 

them, may be ſaid alſo to increaſe their 


Damnation; fince every new Sin does 


certainty add to our Miſery, and more 


and more endanger our Souls. I will 
therefore yield to you, that fo come an- 
worthrly, is a greater Venture, than to 


Stay away; if by anworrbig, you mean 
a poſitive Intention not to leave your 


Sins, but ſtill to continue in them. But 
if by unwurtluly you mean ſuch a Re- 


pentance, and Reſolution of leaving Sin, 


and 


-u 
Ph 
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- 
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8 when it is mad, is hearty 


* 
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and ſincere, yet afterwards proves inef- 
fectual; then I will not yield, that to 


than to ſtay away; becauſe the break- 
ing a good Reſolution. (not intended to 
be broken when it is made) is not a 
greater Offence, than not to make that 
Reſolution, although you were obliged 
to make it. Caius, a great Squanderer, 
owed me a hundred Crowns, and up- 
on my Demand, promiſed to pay that 
Sum at ſix Months end, according to 


and ſeriouſly intended to take up, and 
diſcharge himſelf, yet he fell into his 


Man. Titius, another Squanderer as 
great as he, ed me the like Sum, 


called upon him, made me no Anſwer, 
| * l 


come unworthily, is more dangerous 


his Obligation ; the Day came, but not 
my Debtor ; for though when he made. 
that Promiſe, he was in great Earneſt, 


old looſe Courſes, and was thereby diſ- 
abled from approving himſelf an honeſt 


under the kk&- Obligation, but when I 


leave his ill Courſes, which would cer- 


tainly diſable him from paying his Debt. 
Am I more obliged to Titius, for not 


promiſing, becauſe he intended not to 
perform, than to Caius for promiſing, 
and intending to perform? Do I owe 


him more F avour, who refuſes to pro- 
miſe what he is in Reaſon obliged to 
' promiſe, and in Juſtice to perform ; TY 
than I owe to him, who promiſes in 
good Earneſt, and intends at that Time 


to perform, though afterwards he for- 


gets and fails? Put theſe two Men 


under equal Obligations, and equal 


Abilities of diſcharging them, and- you. 
will ſee, to which of them moſt Kind- 
neſs is owing from the Creditor. To 
promiſe, with a Purpoſe of not paying, 


is to deceive me, and abuſe me; and 


to promiſe with a Purpoſe of paying, 


thou gh he do not 5 is only to diſap- 


point 
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afirming afterwards that he would not. 
promiſe, becauſe he intended not to 


| - 
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point me. I fay, therefore, (to make 
a ſhort Application) that to come to 
the Sacrament, with a general Sorrow 
and Concern for his Sins paſt, and a ge- 
neral Reſolution to live better for the 
Time to come, although Men after- 
wards fall into Sin again, and forget 
their good Reſolutions, is not a worſer 
and more hazardous Thing, than to 
ſtay away from the Sacrament, without 
any Repentance at all of paſt Sins, or 
any Reſolutions of living better, but 
going on ſtill in their old Courſe of 
Wickednefs. If it were, indeed, a vo- 
luntary Thing, and left at Peoples Li- 

berty, whether they would come to 
. the Sacrament, or ſtay away, then it 
were fafer not to come: But ſince it 1s 
a Duty laid upon 
Command, and all Men are obliged to 
come, by virtue of the Obedience they 
owe to their Saviour, I can ſee no Safe- 
ty in refuſing to come; and this refuſ- 


ing 


Men by CuRIs T's 
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/ 


ing to qualify themſelves and come, 


muſt as certainly increaſe their Dam 
nation, as coming leſs qualified than 
they ought to be. I would not en- 
courage any one to come unworth;- 
ly, i. e. without Repentance, without 
Reſolutions of Amendment, without 


Faith, and without Charity, for certain- 


ly ſuch coming muſt be hazardous. 
But I can ſee as much Hazard in diſ— 
obeying CHRIS r, in refuſing to come 
as he commands, becauſe :Men live 
(and ſtill reſolve to live) without Re- 
pentance, without Reſolutions of Amend- 
ment, without Faith, and without Cha- 
rity. In a Word, there is no Safety 
but in Repentance and Obedience, both - | 
of which, by the Grace of Go p, are 
in every Chriftian's Power. And to 
that Grace L leave you, beſeeching Him 


who is the Author of that, and every | 


other good and perfect Gift, to beſtow 
them, in ſuch meaſure, on us all, that 


Wwe 
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we may moſt religiouſly diſcharge both 
this, and every other Chriſtian Duty, in 
the manner that we ought, to the Glo- 

ry of his great Name, and the Salvation 

of all our Souls in the * of our 
LoRD Jz sus. 
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Whatfoever ye do in word or deed, di all is 


the name of the LoxD Jxsus, g 
thanks to Gop and the Father by Dime. 


Fallon # Gon, that he nd k 
pleaſed to accept our 3 to 
receive the bleſſed & n 


Proſtrate myſelf 
moſt gracious Gop-and mercial 
Father, in an humble Acknowle 
ment of my Unworthineſs, and Inſu 
ONE. 


| . 
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Prayers and Meditations 


re of myſelf, for any thing that is 
Good. I am ſenſible that without thee 
I can do nothing; and therefore d- 
humbly implore thy gracious Aſſiſtance 
and Acceptance of my Endeavour tc 
prepare myſelf for the -worthy Receiy 
ing of the bleſſed Sacrament of the 
1 and Blood of thy dear Son. 

Stir up, I beſeech ou ſuch pious 
Affections and Diſpoſitions in my Soul 
and fill my Mind with ſuch holy Me 
ditations, as are ſuitable to this Occa 
fon. Grant me ſuch a Senſe of mil Far 
Sins, and of the Sufferings of my bleſ 
ſed Saviour for them, as may affect m 
Heart with a deep Sorrow for my Sins 
and an eternal Hatred and Diſpleaſure 
againſt them, and may effectually en 

ge me to love, and live to Him, tha 
died for me, JEsUs CHRIs'T, m) 
Wenn Saviour Aar Redeemer. Amen 


4 tent Confeſſion of = with anſfrance 
umble e. jor m aniſthan 
FT | Forgivenc 


z OS T gracious and mercifal Gon 
who art of purer . tal 
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xhold Iniquity; I defire to humble 
the} my Soul before thee, in a deep Senſe of 
dl my own Vileneſs and Unworthineſs, by 
ncel means of the many Sins and Provoca- 
r t tions, which I have been guilty of a- 
eiv gainſt thy divine Majeſty, by Thought, 

the Word and Deed. Forgive, O Lorp, 
_ Fall the Sins and Follies of my Life, 
ion} which have been many and great; and 
zou fl which I do now with Shame and Sor- 
row confeſs and bewail before thee; for 
thy Mercy's Sake in 'JesUs CHRIST. 
Pardon, O my G oD, my manifold Neg- 
k&s and Omiſſions, and ſlight and care- 
eſs Performance of the Duties of Reli- 
gion, without due Affection and Atten- 
don of Mind that I have not ſerved 
thee with that Purity of Intention, 
with that Sincerity of Heart, with that 
ervency of Spirit, with that Zeal for 
thy Glory, with that Care, and Dili- 
Neence, and Conſtancy, that I ought-. 


at 1 


Amy wilful Tranſgreſſions of thy. 
and righteous Laws; the Impurity of 
ay Heart and Thoughts, all irregular 
V Appetites 


Forgive, OLo Ro, my Sins of Igno- 
ance and Infirmity, which are more 


_ 
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11 Frchers and Meditations | | 
Appetites and Paſſions, and every 1 


- which I cannot remember or reckon up 


| | look back on the Errors and Miſcarriz 


myſelf what I have done, and what | 
| deſerve at thy Hands, my | Fleſh trem: 
bleth for fear of thee, and I am afraidy* 
of thy Judgments. I am aſhamed, 0 
my Gov, and bluſh to lift up ming 


vile; what ſhall I anſwer thee? | 


Benſe of them be more grievous to m 


ful and wicked Practice, of what N. 
tute or Kind ſoever: More particularly, 
1 do, with great Shame an Confuſion 
of Face, conteſs and lament before thee, 
from whom nothing is hid, that I have 
grievouſly offended, * * * * * [ Fer 
Particulars may be mentioned | Theſe 
my Tranſgreſſions, with many more 


before thee, are all in thy Sight, ON / 
Lo xp; and my moſt ſecret Sins in the .*?. 
Light of thy ntenance. When I 


ges of my paſt Life, and conſider with 


© 
obe 
Eyes to thee my Go p. Loxp, I an fem 
abhor myſelf, and repent in Duſt an 
ect dai. aal bun 52 
Make me deeply ſenſible of the gre: 


Evil of my Sins, and work in me acht! 


Contrition for them; and let th 


. the Days of Nene 111 


N than of any other Evil whatſoever. 


cy Have Mercy y upon. me, O Lo RD, and 
*. accordin to thy tender Mercies forgive 
ee all my Tranſgreſſions, for the Sake of 


er: n. 
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* her for the Orace an ance. 
„ of Go Holy Spirit, to- Me 1. 
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o become every y Fr. and nd to 
form. whatever has. bee 5 A in "Ea 
emper and f Nilpos often, y, Mig, 
oo * any of, IONS. ate 
78 tne the N and my Lip | 


ig to know my Duty, and the Heat 
nd the Will to do i 1. Volchale ries 


ſtance and Comforts, of thy 
aly pirit, regs 4. I * be diſpoſed 


and 


ave my b ſſed Saviour and Redeemer. 52 


t are fol Renton, ; 
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xe continual Preſence and Direction, a 
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new A rms Spit within me. Tuc 


| nations, om all bad Intentions and 
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11 2 Proers and Meditations 


and enabled to do thy Will with De- 
light and Chearfulneſs, 8, and with Pa- 
tience and Contentedneſs to ſubmit to 
it in all Things. Endue me, O Lox, 
with the true Fear and Love of thee, 
and with a prudent Zeal for thy wa yo" 
Encreaſe in me more and more 
Graces of Charity and Meekneſs, - of 
Truth, and Juſtice, and Fidelity : Give 
me Humility and Patience, and a Firm- 
neſs of Spirit to bear every Condition 
with Conſtancy and Equality of Mind. 

Enable me, O Lox, by thy Grace 

to govern, all my 159 and every 
inordinate Luſt and aſſion, by Tempe- 
rance wes r and 55 of Wiſ⸗ 


1 


my Soul from all evil Thoughts and In- 


Deſigns. Deliver me, O Loxp, from 
Pride and Vanity, from immoderate 
Self-love, and obRlinate Self-will ; and 
from all Maſe o and 91 Fol mb 
towards N . 


— 


o* 1 
1 
4 


for the Days of Preparation. 113 
Jake me to love thee; as I ought, 
ab ve all Things; and let the Intereſt of 

thu Honour and Glory be ever dearer 

to me than my own Will or Reputation, 
or any temporal Advantage whatſoever. 

dubdue in me the evil Spirit of Wrath 
and Revenge; and diſpoſe my Heart pa- 
tiently to bear Reproaches and Wrongs, 
and be ready not only to forgive, but to 
return Good for Evil. 

Confirm me, O my God, in all theſe 
holy Reſolutions. and do thou keep it 
for ever in the Purpoſe of my Heart, to 
them to the utmoſt -of | heh 
All which I humbl 4 
- Sake in JESUS Canter, | 


* 
6 * ON * 1 * A 
FEY 1 1 1 P bw * 
— CE" ST 2 be; 1 


n bumble — with Go: D _ 2 
ankind ; for the whole Chriſtian _ 

arch; ; for our Relations and Friends, 
for thoſe i in Diſtreſs ; and for our Arr 


ies. 


hine unworthy Servant defiee i, 
wiſe humbly. to — with thee, 
che Gop. and Father of all, for all 
i, e F eee, ig 


F. 3 [ 10 


114 Prayers and Meditations ' 


ed to have Compaſſion on their Blind- 
neſs and Ignorance, their groſs Errors 
and their wicked Practices. Send forth, 
I beſeech thee, thy Light and thy Truth, 
to ſcatter that thick Darkneſs which co- 
vers the Nations, and overſpreads ſo 
great a Part of the World; that thy 
Way may be known upon Farth, and 
thy Giving Health among all Nations. | 

Riess ar and preſerve thy Church, diſ- 
perſed over the Face of the Farth: Re- 
ſtore to it Unity and — in the Ac 
kn of the Truth, and the 
—— —.— and Goodneſß 


Practice of nd 
Remoe out of it all Errors and Corrup- 


tions, all Tyranny and Uſurpation over 
the Minds and Conſciences of Men; 
that they who profeſs the ſame Faith 
may no longer perſecute and deſtroy 
one another; but may be kind and ten- 
der-hearted one towards another, as it 
becomes Brethren, and thoſe that are 
Heirs of the ſame common Salvation. 
But more eſpecially I beſeech thee to 


be merciful to that Part of it which 


thon haſt - anted in theſe Kingdoms; 
and grant that Piety and Virtue, Peace 
and Charity, -may be the diſtinguiſhing 

Marks of it. Endue the Paſtors and 


_ Gover- 


7 


for the Days of Preparation. 115 
Governors of it with the Spirit of true 
Religion and Goodneſs, and make them 
zealous and diligent to promote it in 
thoſe who are under their Inſtruction 
and Care. Give them Wiſdom to: dife 
cern the beſt and moſt proper Means of 
effecting this good End, and thy Bleſ- 
ſing on their Eons , 
15 And I beſeech thee, O Lok p, of 
iſ- thy great Goodneſs, to bleſs all my Re- 
e- lations and Friends * “ * * *; but 
Co more particularly I beg a | Bleſſing on 
ne thoſe, who had the Care of my Edu- 
» ples and Duties of the Chriſtian Reli- 
er gion, and thereby guiding me into tlie 
; Paths of Virtue and true Holineſs. 
h Be merciful, O Go p, to all that are 
nin Affliction and Diſtreſs; that labour 
= under Poverty, or Perſecution; or Cap- 
t tivity; under bodily Pains and Diſeaſes, 
or under Temptation, or Trouble of 
Mind : Be pleated to ſupport and m- 
fort them, and in thy due Time to deli- * 
ver them, according to thy great Merey. } 
Forgive, I beſeech thee, moſt merci- 


Malice and III-will towards me; and | 
: Zan 011 . F 4 give 


Ful Father, to all mine Enemies, all their | 


116 Prayers and Meditations" 
give them Repentance and better Minds; 
which I heartily beg of thee for them, 
as I myſelf hope for Mercy and For- 
giveneſs at thy Hands, through the Me- 


rits and Mediation of JesUs CHRISH, my 
moſt merciful Gop and Saviour. Amen. 


| DO” *% SS vb -. SS Ae 2B ® 
þ = 


Fi 55 e of the Mer- 
cies , Go p, both temporal and ſpi- 
 'ritual, and above all, for the Redimp- 


ti of Mankind. 
| ed and 1 8 Gon, 
| Creator, and Preſerver, 


overnor of all Things ; my Sa- 
tf vionr, and Deliverer, and continual Be- 
| nefactor; I acknowledge, I admire, I 


and: 


adore thy infinite Excellencies and Per- 
fections: and let all the Creatures in 
Heav | and Earth fay Amen. 
J render Thanks to thee, moſt gra- 
cious Go p, for innumerable Favours 
 -conferred upon me thy poor Creature, 
and moſt unworthy; for my Being, for 
my Reaſon, and for all — Endow- 
ments and Faculties of Soul and Body; 
5 we gt continual Care and watchful 


Provi- 


„ ' veg fr (nin, AN ln fot ne OP ts 


| for the Days of Preparation, 117 
Providence over me from the Beginning 


of my Life, and through the whole 


Churls of it. I will till hope in thy 


Goodneſs, O LORD, who. haſt been my 


Truſt from my Vouth: By thee have I 
been holden up from the Womb; my 
Praiſe ſhall be continually of thee. 

Above all, I adore thy tender Mer- 
cy and Compaſſion to me-and all Man- 
kind, in ſending thy only Son into the 
World to redeem us from Sin and Mi- 
ſery, and by ſuffering in our Nature and 
dying in our ſtead, to purchaſe for us 
eternal Life. 

I bleſs thee for the Light of the glo- 
rious Goſpel; for the Knowledge po 
Senſe of my Duty towards thee; for de- 
1 1 A Tem bai 390: hard 

r me, and ſupporting me under many; 
for the Direction, 3 Aſſiſtance, and 
Comforts of thy Holy Spirit; for re- 
ſtraining me by thy Grace, and reclaim-  Þ} 
ing me from the 
nity; and for all the gracious Commu- 
nications of thy Goodneſs, whereby thou 
haſt inclined my Heart to love = fear 
thee, and enabled me in my meaſure 


to do my Duty, __ 
7 hs e Fer 


Ways of Sin and Va- - 3 ] 


e Prayer on the 


For theſe and all other thy Bleſſings 
and Favours to me, which are more 
than can be numbered, I render unto 

thee, moſt gracious Gov, all poſſible 
Praiſe and Thanks by Irsus CHRIST, 
* bleſſed Lok p and Saviour. Amen. 


8 
* _ ao. — 2 


A { Prayer to Go p, to prepare our Heart 
for the worthy Receiving of the Holy 
Sacrament, and to make us Partahers 

1 of the Bleſſings and Benefits of it. 
B. This Prayer may be uſed the Morn- 


ing you intend to Communicate, and af- 
ter the Sermon 1s ended. 


I me to thee, o. y LoxD Gop, 
whom are er of 
PO 


Heart, and the good Diſpoſitions of 
our Minds for thy Worlbip and Service. 
Fit me, O Lox, by a hearty Contri- 
tian for my Sins, * a ſincere Reſolu- 
dn of a better Courſe, to approach th 
Altar. Accept of the Expiation which 
thy Son has made of all my Tranſgref- 
fions by the Sacrifice of himſelf, as of 
a Lamb without Spot or Blemiſh. Let 
the Remembrance of my Sins, and i 

8 


Day of Communicating,” 119 


1 


his bitter Sufferings for them, pierce my * 


very Heart, and engage me for ever to 
love and ſerve him, who laid down his 
Life for me. Cleanſe me, O Lok p, 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and” Spirit, 
that I may be a meet Gueſt for thy 


holy Table, and a real Partaker of thoſe 


Bleſſings and Benefits which are com- 
memorated in the Sacrament of CuRisT's 
Body and Blood. * 2.3. Ss 


| Strengthen, O Go p, all good Reſo- 
lutions in me; enable me by thy Grace 
faithfully to perform the Conditions of 
that Covenant, which I made in Bap- 


tiſm, and am now about to renew 1 
the holy Sacrament ; by dedicating my- 
ſelf entirely, and for ever, to. the Ser- 
vice of ray bleffed Redeemer; who ha 
loved me,. and waſhed me from m 


Sins in his own Blood. To Him be 4 


Honour and Glory, Thankſgiving and 


and ever. Amen.” 


* 


Praiſe, Love and Obedience, for ever 
| kb. $4. 44> 65h Wore VILE | 


gins the ComMunion Service, obſerve the Di- 
' *reflions at Page 122 z but when that is be- 


412 101944 l | 14 ba! Att 10 
I you have more Time befars the Miniſter be- 


Fun, then immediately lay aſids all other © 


- Devotions, / and. accompany bim pith-great | 
but ſilent Attention. S bort 


8 
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Short Mxprrariods and Ejacu- 
LATIONS at the Holy Commu- 


When we offer our Alms. 


Pun sul who didſt accept the 
idow's two Mites, be pleaſ- 
ed graciouſly rig 8e this from thy 
unworthy Serv 

LC LoRD, ume and ſuccour all 
them, who in this tranſitory Life are in 
Trouble, Sorrow, Need, Sickneſs, or 
any other Adverſity. 

It is, O Lon p, the Effect of thy 
Goodneſs, that I am enabled to relieve 


Others ; and the Effect of thy greater 


Mercy, that I am ready and willing to 
. it. Let this Teſtimony of my 
Love and Gratitude be acceptable in 
thy Sight; and make me truly thankful 
for all thoſe happy ee e thou 
giveſt me of doing Good. Amn. 


When thoſe Portions of Scripture are read which 
Fe wt the Abſolution, and are deſigned to 


Wn in us a liveſy nen in wo "Y wes 
- We 


at the Holy Communion. 12 1 


we ſhould make ſhort Ejaculations after 
| — in the following Manner. 


Come unto me, &c.” 


Refreſh, O Lox, thy Servant, wei 
ried with the Burden of Sin. | 


ce 80 Gon loved the World; Ge 


Lox, I believe in thy Son Ixsusö 
ker and let this Faith urify me 
from all Iniquity. MR. ee 


* 
+ þ 


This is a true ging? Ge 1 


I embrace with all Thankfulneſs that 
Salvation, which JesUs CHRIST has 
brought into the World. 


If any Man ſin, Se.” 


Interceed for me, O bleſſed 1 esv! 
that my Sins may be pardoned through 
the Merits of 10 . Wees 


„ bn. mc 


A Prayer immediate 6 the INS 
are Conſecrated. 


Adore thee, O bleſſed Jesvs, who 


. didſt humble thyſelf to the Death N. 


/ / 


122 Prayers and Meditations 
the Croſs, that I might be redeemed 
from a State of Sin and Miſery : I re- 

member with all Thankfulneſs this thy 


wonderful Condeſcenſion for my Salva- 
tion. Bleſſed be thy holy Name for 
this Chriſtian Sacrifice thou haſt pro- 
vided for us, to convey to us the Bene- 
fits of that all- ſufficient Oblation once 
offered for the Sins of the World. Grant, 
O Loxp, that the Power of it may 
ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, and fortify 
me againſt all Temptations ; that the 
Wiſdom of it may enlighten my Mind, 
and cure my Ignorance ; and that the 
Purity of it may ſanQify me throughout 
in Body, Soul, and Spirit. Amen, Lorn 
A 


ti AD e. 


-z = # — 9 3 


ane 


V.. J de Congregation is lange, till fuch 

Dime as you think proper to go unto the 
-Conimunion Table, your Time may be profita- 

l bly employed in repeating ſome of the foregoing 

i1 Prayers, or fervently reading ſome of te 

i Penitential Pſalms, which are theſe ; 6. 32. 

l 38. fr. 102. 130. and 143. 


1 * o 
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at the Holy Communion, 


I 
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As profirating before the Altar. 


Lift up my Soul to thee, my Gov, 
humbly iraplocing thy Bleſſing upon 


me, and gracious Aſſiſtance of me in 
the holy Action I am now about, — 
Forgive my Want of due Preparation, 


and accept of my 1 
form an acceptable Service to b oo 
12 2 CHRIST. 


Before receiving the Bread. 


- 
„ 


141 


ORD, I am not worthy » Ja * . 


Crumbs which fall — thy 


Ta- 


ble; but thou art the ſame Lok, who 


Property i is always to have Aerey, - 


wr bf 5 4 


When the Miniſter FER the Bread, attingd 


very gravely to what be ſays, and when be © I 


bas repeat 


ed that excellent Prayer — The 


Body of our Loxp Jzsvs CHRISY, which 
was given for thee, preſerve thy Body 
and Soul unto everlaſting Life.. be fare 


you ſay ſoftly a moſt E Ae 


2121 
# 


1291. 


: * | Meditations and Devotions 
> After receiving the Bread. 


Reater Love than this hath no 
Man, that a Man lay down his 
D for his Friend. 

- Herein hath Go p commended his 
Pie to us, that whilſt we were Ene- 
mies he gave his Son to die for us. 
Grant, O LoR p, that the Senſe of 
this thy infinite Mercy, ſhewed to Man 
in ſo much Miſery, may never depart 
from my Mind! Let me from hence- 
forth die to all my Sins, and my cor- 
rupt Affections, and live alone to Righ- 
teouſneſs and Virtue | — I ſteadfaſtly 
believe thou diedſt upon the Croſs, to 
fave me from the Guilt and Puniſhment 
of Sin; O give me but the Grace to 
walk with a thankful honeſt Heart be- 
fore thee ! Accept of my imperfect 
*Sorrow and R ce,imperfect Faith, 
imperfect Reſolutions; and let the pre- 
cious Merits of my Loxp ſupply the 
reſt, and make up what thou ſeeſt 


wanting! Amen, 


Before 


TS T4 as _ 
- 


"4 
wh” 
"I: 
—1 
N 


ore 


ful Taket, and drink very. 
regarding neither 1 nor 1 er 45 in 
1 ibat ARE | | 


a2 e lore: { 


by . 


125 


Bee, recei ung the Cup. 


T Hat {hall 1 render to the 1 

for all his Benefits? I will 

take the Cup of Salvation, and I will 
bleſs the Name of the LoR p. # 


When the MS niſter 1 the Cup, os ſays, 
— The Blood of our Lox Jzsvs 
CHRIST, which was ſhed for thee, 

a pre, eſerve thy Body and Soul unto eyer- 

' laſting Life Sb alſo fay a moſt 

, yr And when be bas ſaid, — Drin 

this in Remembrance that 'Cun'1s 7% 

Blood was ſhed for thee, and be thank- 

moderately, 


j 4 Wo a 6 TH 
Y SET) "23S 
* 
. 1 
2s "a 


Her the Gp. 


JLeſfed be -G 0D for his * 
Gift, his dearly beloved Son ja 
0s CHRIST, in whom we have Re- 
demption through his Blood, even the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins. - 

O let my Soul be waſhed and cleanſ- 


ed in * Blood of Ixsus, that was ied -N 


9 ” 
_ 
# a 24 A py 
- 
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126 Devotions at the Aar. 
for me! And let me never be un- 
mindful of this Mercy; but give thee £W 4 
Thanks not only with my Lips but 
Life, by giving up myſelf to thy Ser- 
vice, and walking before thee in Holi- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs all my Days, 
through JESUS CHRIST our Loxp; 
to whom, with thee O Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory 
now and for ever. Amen. 


| Ai cle Conclufoon of th the whole hin 
Diss the Lo, 0 my Soul, and 
[I all that is within me bleſs his ho- 
Name. — Bleſs the LoRD, O my 
Lon and forget not all his Benefits: — 
who forgiveth all thine Iniquities, and 
healeth all thy Diſeaſes : — who re. 
deemeth thy Life from Deſtruction, and 
. crowneth thee with Loving - Kindneß 
and tender Mercies : — who fatisficth 
thy Mouth with good Things. — Prail 
the Lox D, O 8 + LIM} the 
Lo RD. Amen. U 110156 ed 1 
#16 to slang / Let 

Aan may be 40 while you remain {before al of | 
Alder, unlefs you hinder others that are coming f thee 


receive; and then it may be ſaid when you retire 
"Four Seat, 
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| 4 Prayer when you retire to your Seat, 


ut or return Home. 

4 U r ſhould likewiſe be added to your 

li- Evening Devotions. | | 
78, | 

D; Praiſe and magnify thy great and 
he glorious Name, O Lo RD my Gon, 


* for This bleſſed by na afforded to 
me this Day, o 1 thy 
infinite Goodneſs and Mercy to me and 

. all Mankind, in ſendin * 
into the World to ka our 


ature u 


R. 1 


ind on him; to ſubmit to the Infirmities | 


bo- and Miferies of i it; to live amongſt us, 
my and die for us: and to preſerve the Me- 
morty of this great Love and Goodneſs 
and of thine to us for ever in our Hearts, 
re: that thou haſt been pleaſed, to appoint 
and the bleſſed Sacrament, for a folemn 

nebW membrance of it. Grant, O Lok p, 


zen that J may faithfully keep and perform 


al that holy 8 which 1 have this 
Day ſo ſolemnly renewed and confirm- 
ed in thy Preſence, and at thy Table. 


perpetual Love and Obedience to 
Wa nothi ing ſeem hard for n me to 


Let it . an eternal Obligation upon me, b N 


f * 
a a 3 | 4 "i 
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128 Devotions after the Communion, 
do, or grievous for me to ſuffer for th. 
ſake; who: whilſt. I was a Sinner, an 
an Enemy to thee, lovedſt me at ſuc 
a Rate as never any Man did his Frien 
Grant that by this Sacrament there m. 
be-gonveyed to my Soul new fpiritu il 
Life and Strength, and ſuch. a Meaſu e 
of thy Grace and Aſſiſtance, as may e- 
able me to a greater Care of my Duty 
for the future: that I may hencefor:h 
live as becomes the Redeemed of th: 
Loxrp; even to Him who died for 
ny Sins and roſe. again for my Juſtit- 
and is now fat down on the 
2 Hand of the Throne of God, to 
make Interceſſion for me: In his ho 
Name and Words, I conclude my in 


{ Frayers.,.. 
OUR F ather, Cc. 
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whilſt others are receiving, the 119th P 

2 will afford a Matter rer wo. mw 
e , | 
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Service. 
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When the Mi niſter has finiſhed the Commynie | 


TTY 0 Gor D, thisſs Way 25 
perfections that have accompanied 
me in the Performance of this holy 
Duty; and grant that thoſe Thin 
which J have faithfully aſked d 
to thy Will, may effectually be Gal 
wy to the Relief of my Neat a and 
to the ſetting forth of ty Glory, thro? 
Jesus CHRIST, my only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen, 


4%. 
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4 [ICE at our N this wh I 
may likewiſe be n to gur ee 


EY cri... a Rihn bak 
\ Lokp n my Gon! T dre with 
all Thankfulneſs of Heart again 
to bleſs and praiſe thy holy Name, for 


the numberleſs 3 of thy Kind-. 


neſs and Mercy beſtowed-upon me, and 
more particularly for thy great Gogd- 


neſs this Da; e 


Nn WH o am but, KITS _ 


wo © LTD 7 
19-1 » 
* 
- 


* 
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wil be vain a od meffectual: O 
Platherly Hand. T beſeech tlicx, LT 

| ways ovet me: Let thy Holy Spi Fa 
1 ever preſent. with. me; and ftrength 


130 4 Prayer in our Retirement. 
Aſhes, to approach thy holy Table, and 
for that Pity and Compaſſion thou haſt 
. ſhewn to my weak and diſeaſed Soul, 
in ſtrengthening; and ene it 1 thi 
17 775 Sacrament. 


r make it the 
e . of my 
whole. to e and obey thee, 
and to keep at the utmoſt Diſtance from 
2 Thing that 1 is diſpleaſing in thy 
ight. 
O my Gop, it is thou ay who 


workeſt in us to will and to do thoſe 


Thin that be acceptable to thy divine 
: Withoht thee I am not able 
to pleaſe thee ; without thy preventing 
and affſting Grads, all my Endeavours 


à poor weak Creature 125 8 
erlefs - Frailties and TInfirmities) 
Wich the daily Increaſe of thy manifold 
|, .and Graces, that I may be ena- 
ed to overcome the moſt POR 

8 em- 


2868955. 88FF 8 


and the Devil. 


15. { Projer i in our ee 131 
Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, | 7 


Grant, O Wan G0 b. that the Cl 1 
healing and refreſhing Virtues of that 1 
bleſſed Sacrament, which I have this 1 
Day been a Partaker of, may purify and 5 
cleanſe my corrupt Nature, and cure al. 
the Diſeaſes and Diſorders that Sin has 9 
brought into my Soul. 77-112 

© Loan! les 60 anely; Luſts/and 17 
Paſſions ever get the Dominion over me, 
Let nothing that ĩs offenſive in thy Sight, 
be ag leaſing in mine. R me a2 

Chriſtian Spirit ; the N. 1 
— and Humility 1. 801 atiens 
and and —— — with pi 1 
enden Temper of Mind which thou 
loveſt 24d delighteſt in, and which ies 
ee „eee gg , this World 
bly give me. 


— 


"B „ G Lox, I beſeech. as al = 
thy ficred Inſtitutions, for 885 SN 1 


in 1 and true Holi 2 
grant that L may daily, grow! in co 4 
and be oving under all 
the Methods of thy! ve; that ſo 37 
good Conſcience being my greateſt Care, "Ul 
— e 1 chief Del I "0 7 
LAN IHP v 
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live in thy Favour and die in thy Peace; 
and at laſt, through thy Mercy, he 
found Meet to be a Partaker of the In- 

Heritance of the Saints in Light. 

With my own, I defire the Happi- 
bes of all Mankind. O chen Fathe of 
Mercies, be gracious to all Sorts and 
Conditions of Men, to my Relations 
and Friends, and to my very Enemies; 
to thoſe that are ſtill in Darkneſs, and 
to thoſe that enjoy the Light of thy ho- 

bo Goſpel; to thoſe» that are in Proſpe- 
rity, and to thoſe that ate in Adverſity; 
10 thoſe that are Good, and to thoſe 
that are Evil. Do to us all whatever 
thou knoweſt to be moſt needful for 
us, to carry us ſafely through the Temp- 
tations, and — and Miſeries of 
this Life, that at length we may arrive 
at thy heavenly Kingdom, where with 
Angels and Archangels, and all the Com- 
pany of Heaven,” we may ſing Praiſes 
and Hallelyahs to Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, for ever and ever.” Grant 
1 0 tnoſt's gracious Go, for the ſake 
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